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Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik gives away the prestigious 
Dharmapada Award to the distinguished painter and sculptor, Shri Ananta Kumar 
Panda at a function of the Orissa Lalit Kala Akademi held at Soochana Bhawan, 
Bhubaneswar on December 6, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, Culture, Dr Damodar Rout 
and renowned artist, Shri Asit Mukharjee are present. 


BOOK RELESSE CEREMONY oF 
y- INDIAN STATE 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik releases the book titled Political 
Behaviour of Indian State Governors : A Study of the Role of Governor in Orissa 
written by Professor Digambar Mishra at a function held at IDCOL auditorium on 

December 17, 2002. Vice Chancellor of Utkal University, Professor Pandab Nayak, 

Editor of the Oriya daily Sambad, Shri Soumya Ranjan Patnaik and the author 

_ Professer Mishra are present. 
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EDITORIAL 


AS we ring out the year 2002 and ring in 2003, we think back to a few significant incidents, which 
took place in Orissa, during the past year. Government of Orissa took several welfare measures 
and development initiatives in order to improve the quality of life of the people in the State. 


Bridges have been constructed over rivers Mahanadi and Kharastian. The bridge at Sidhamula 


and the Boudh-Kiakata-Rairhakhol bridge, to name a few, have improved connectivity in these 
areas. Similarly, Kharasuan bridge has fulfilled a long-felt need of the people of Jajpur district. 
Foundation stones of several other bridges including one at Ratilo and another at Ballabhi Ghat 
have also been laid. Work on four-laning the National Highway-5 with the aim of improving . 


communication facilities in the State is in progress. In response to sustained efforts of the State 


Government, notification for the creation of East Coast Railway Zone with its headquarters at 


Bhubaneswar was issued on July 6, 2002. 


_ Government has taken steps to strengthen health services by upgrading hospitals and health 
centres and creating new posts in health institutions. It has also increased the allowances received 


by the disabled, thus enhancing their coping abilities and adding to their confidence. The launching 


of Kalinga Kisan Silver Card Scheme on November 20, 2002 reflects Government's commitment 


to improving the lot of farmers. The setting up of Ekamra Haat at Bhubaneswar on November 2 
of Orissa with a market and opportunities for 


2002 has provided the artisans and craftsmen 


income generation. 
a recently celebrated a number of festivals including the Beach Festivals 


People of Oriss 
at Puri, Konark and Gopalpur, the festival of Parab in Koraput and the Barabati Dance Festival, 


Which showcased the rich cultural heritage of the State. Orissa Tourism Fair 2002 was organised 


at Bhubaneswar, in which tourism products of various states of India and several countries were 


put on display. All these festivals play a significant role in enriching the social and cultural life of 
people. In order to attract Buddhist tourists to Orissa, appropriate strategies have been evolved. 
Nirvana Puspagiri Festival was held at Dhauli and Pathrajpur on December 9-10, 2002, in which 
Buddhist monks from countries like Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, Cambodia and Japan 
participated. A rural tourism project has been launched at Raghurajpur in Puri district in order to 
place this crafts village on the cultural map of the country and the world. 

The current issue of Orissa Review carries articles and write-ups on Christmas, Eid, 
Dhanu Yatra, Konark Festival, the unsung acts of courage performed by ordinary women in 
remote corners of the State and the Salt Satyagraha in Orissa. Articles on development activities 


have also been featured in this issue. Hope, readers will appreciate the effort. 
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A Time to Rejoice 


Christmas in Orissa 
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' Christmas is one of the most popular and 


widely celebrated festivals in India today. 
Although it came to India with the 
missionaries, the celebrations are not restricted 
to Christians alone. People belonging to other 
communities also participate in the festival and 


. wish happiness and prosperity to their friends 


and relatives. 


Christmas (Cristes maesse in Old 
English, meaning "Christ's Mass") is celebrated 
on the 25th of December, commemorating the 
birth of Jesus Christ. According to a Roman 
almanac, Christmas was celebrated in Rome 
by AD 336. In the Eastern part of the Roman 
Empire, a festival on the 6th of January 
commemorated the manifestation of God in 
both the birth and the baptism of Jesus. In 
Jerusalem, only the birth was celebrated. 
During the 4th century, the celebration of 
Christ's birth on the 25th of December was 
gradually adopted by most Eastern Churches. 
In Jerusalem, opposition to the observance of 


Christmas on the 25th of December lasted 
longer, but the date was subsequently accepted. 
In the Armenian Church, Christ's birth is 
celebrated on the 6th of January. After the 
Celebration of Christmas on 25t 
Was established in the East, the baptism of Jesus 


Was celebrated on Epiphany, t 


h December 


he 6th of January. 


In the West, however, Epiphany was the day . 
on which the visit of the Magi to the infant Jesus 
was celebrated. The customs and traditions 
connected with Christmas have deve!oped in 
course of time. 


Midnight mass, other religious 
services, carols, gifts, cakes and several other 
delicacies mark the celebrations. Christmas 
tree, usually a dark green fir decorated with 
lights, cotton wool and candies, form an 
attractive part of the festivities. The tree is 
topped with a star, the eternal symbol of 
Christmas. A few days before Christmas, 
schoolchildren and young people go around the 
neighbourhood, singing carols. The balconies 
and windows are illuminated with Christmas 
stars and fairy lights. Christian homes display 
models of the stable where Christ was born, 
with a miniature crib. With the church bell 
chiming at the midnight hour, the midnight mass 
begins preceded by carol singing. After the 
mass, families and friends join together in 
celebrations, singing carols. 

In India, Christians constitute around 
2.4 per cent of the total population. The Syrian 
Christians along the Malabar Coast trace their 
ancestry to St Thomas the Apostle, early in the 
6th century AD. Christianity spread in India 
with the arrival of the European missionaries 


in the 16th century. In Orissa, organised 
missionary work started in 1822, but the people 
of this part of the country had the feel of 
Christianity by the end of the eighteenth century. 


Christmas is celebrated with pomp and 
ceremony in several parts of Orissa. Special 
ceremonies are held in the Churches of Cuttack 
including the Baptist Church on the Mission 
Road, the Church of God near Chandi Chhak, 
the Holy Rosary Catholic Church and the 
Church of Epiphany on the Cantonment Road 
and St. Anthony's Church in Nayabazar. Areas 
with a sizable Christian-population such as 
Jachuck Lane, Peyton Sahi, Makarbag Sahi, 
Pension Lane, Sutahat, Chandi Chhak and 
Tulasipur, wear a festive look. The houses are 
decorated and often illuminated and there is a 
star on almost every rooftop. On Christmas eve, 
young men sing devotional songs to the 
accompaniment of music as they walk in the 
- streets. Peter Adams, a businessman, makes it 
a point to return to Cuttack every Christmas 
and play Santa Claus.. 


Christmas in Bhu 


This year, Father Marian Zalazek, the 
Puri-based missionary, who was nominated for 
Nobel Peace Prize, was the Chief Guest of the 
Christmas function organised by Bhubaneswar 
Christian Community at Rabindra Mandap on 
December 21, 2002. Several Churches 
organised a colourful cultural event on the 
occasion. Christmas was also celebrated at 
other places in Orissa such as Baripada, 
Balasore, Jatni, Berhampur and Jharsuguda. 


Although Christmas is inextricably 
linked with Christianity, the celebration these 
days is no longer confined to one religious 
community. People belonging to all religious 
faiths rejoice in the celebrations. A festive 
atmosphere pervades the society. Parks, clubs 
and hotels are decked up and look colourful. 
Bakeries are full of tempting confectioneries. 
People visit friends and relatives, exchange - 


gifts and wait eagerly to welcome the New 
Year. 


a 
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Eid in Orissa 


“Ek hi saf mein khare ho gaye Mehmood-o-Ayaz 
Na koi banda raha na koi banda nawaz.” 


(In one queue are standing the king and the pauper/ 
The difference between the ruler and the ruled isn’t 


there). 


The celebrated poet Iqbal once said this on seeing 
the spectacle of thousands bowing to Allah at an 
Eidgah. Eid-ul-Fitr is a festival which symbolises 
piety, patience and fortitude. It comes after the 
month-long fasting in the holy month of Ramzan. 


During Ramzan, Muslims devote 
themselves fully to the act of devotion or Ibadaah. 
They are full of love and reverence or Taqwa 
towards Allah, the creator. It was in this month 
that Allah revealed the Holy book, Al-Qui’an, to 
Prophet Muhammad through Angel Jibrail. 


It the famous Jang-e Bad’r, Prophet 
Muhammad’s army comprising only 313 soldiers 
defeated the huge army of the Quraish tribe into 
the battle, which took place on the outskirts of the 
city of Medina during the month of Ramzan. It 


marked a turning point in history and paved the 


way for spread of Islam in the Arabian peninsula. 


Ramzan is the month of mercy, self- 
restraint and forgiveness. In this month, Allah opens 
all the gates to heaven and orders to close all the 
gates to hell. He forgives all those, who repent and 
Pray with sincerity and dedicate themselves to the 


Cause of Islam. 


) ‘The Festival of Piety, Patience and Fortitude 


There are certain procedures to be 
followed by able-bodied Muslims from sunrise to 
sunset during the month of Ramzan. However, there 
are exceptions and waivers for certain categories 
of people including the old, the sick and the persons 
travelling. ’ 


After a day's fasting, people take food in 
the evening, their hearts filled with gratitude to Allah, 
who has made provisions for all their needs. In this 
way, they become fully aware of Allah’s bounty 
and benevolence. This feeling of dependence on 
God’s grace also influence their attitude to life. This 
kind of awareness is required of believers. 


Apart from the mandatory prayers five 
times a day, devotees ate expected to do the 
additional Taraweeh prayers at night in a mosque. ] 
The congregational nature of such a prayer brings , 
a sense of universal brotherhood, cutting across’ 
class lines. Some Muslims do /tikaf, which requires 
spending the last 10 days of Ramzan inside the 
premises of a mosque, devoting themselves 
exclusively to the study of holy Qur'an and the 
teachings of Prophet Muhammad. 


\ This holy month is a period of introspection 
for a person, who ponders over his weaknesses, 
and corrects his mistakes. As an act of piety, 
Muslims develop a sense of empathy towards fellow 
human beings and extend cooperation to them in 
their hours of need. It is in this month that Muslims 
observe a special night of worship known as 
Lailatul Qadr. It falls on one of the last nights having 


an odd number. The Qur‘an tells us that worship 
on this night is better than that performed over a 
thousand months. 


Id-ul-Fitr, marks the end of Ramzan. The 
day is celebrated with festive gaiety, when Muslims 
from all the walks of life congregate in the mosque 
to offer prayer. They wear new clothes and exchange 
greetings, saying, /d Mubarak, congratulating a 
fellow Muslim on the successful completion of 
fasting. 


Community gathering as part of cementing 
social relations is the object of these congregations. 
After the prayers, there is a lot of intermingling, 
embracing and exchanging greetings. They wish to 
their friends belonging to various faiths. At some 
places, near the Eidgahs, non-Muslim brethren from 
all walks of life make special arrangements for the 
customary Eid greetings. The spirit of self- 
introspection, self-criticism, self-correction and self- 
motivation pervades the period from Ramzan to 
Eid. 


It is believed that the first Eid was 
celebrated on March 27, 624 AD or the 2nd of the 
Hijri calendar. It was the Prophet, who declared 
that Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Zuha would be the 


Hon'ble Chief Mi 
Speaker, Shri Sar 


| Iftar 
on December 3, 200 


community’s two festivals. The name Eid-ul-Fitr 
comes from the word 'Fitra’, which means charity 
equivalent to the cost of 1.75 kg. of wheat per 
person, supposed to be given by a devotee before 
going for the prayers. Eid is thus an occasion when 
every Muslim is required to give certain amount of 
alms known as Sadgatul Fitr for the benefit of 
needy fellows of the society to enable them to 
participate in the celebrations. 


Eid promotes the idea that an individual 
can be happy only if he contributes to the collective 
happiness of the society. For the Eid prayers the 
people wear their best clothes and go to Eidgahs 
and mosques. Merely celebrating Eid without 
bothering about the plight of the neighbours is not 
the true spirit of Eid. Prophet Muhammed always 
made sure that the widows, the disadvantaged and 
the needy, were able to share the joys of Eid. 


In India, Eid is an occasion of communal 
harmony and togetherness. Eid-Milans are 
organised by people from all walks of life. This 
year, Eid was celebrated on the 6th of December. 
On this occasion, special prayers were offered in 
mosques and Eidgahs including those in the State. 
Eid conveys the message of fellow feeling. 


Pe 


nister, Shri Naveen Patnaik, Hon'ble 
Shri Suri at Kumar Kar and Hon'ble Ministers, 
ri Surjyanarayan Patro and Shri Rabinarayan Nanda at the 


Party organised by BJD Minority Cell 
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All the World's a Stage 


The Dhanu Yatra of Bargarh 


All the world's a stage 
And all the men and women merely players: 
They have their exits and entrances 


These are the lines uttered by Jaques in 
William Shakespeare's play, As You Like It. 
These Shakespearian lines 
have an obvious philosophical 
meaning. But in Orissa's 
Bargarh town, it is not a matter 
of mere philosophy; the stage 
here is a living presence. Of 
course, it is not as big as the 
whole world, but it is certainly 
one of the largest in the world. 


The size of the stage is 
only one of the many unique 
features of Dhanu Yatra. The 
cultural extravaganza begins on 
the 4th day of the bright fortnight 
in the month of Pausa and 
continues for a period of eleven days. It also 
has the biggest assembly of actors that a play 
can ever have, with almost the entire population 
of Bargarh and its nearby villages making the 
cast. Actually, itis a conglomeration of several 
open-air theatres with the action taking place 
simultaneously at several of them. The actors 
Move from place to pla 
requirements of a particu 
the spectators. 


lar scene and so do 


ce according to the - 


It is a theatre where the same play gets 
enacted year after year. But interestingly, 
neither the audience nor the actors seem to tire 
of the subject. The play comprises three 
episodes : 'Krishna Leela’, ‘Mathura Bijaya’ 
and 'KansaBadha’. The age-old 
story of Krishna killing Kansa, 
the tyrannical king of Mathura, 
forms the theme of the play. 
Dukshishyam Swain, the 
renowned villain of Oriya stage 
and screen, once said that he 
longed to play the role of Kansa 
at Dhanu Yatra at least once in 
his life time. But his wish 
‘remained unfulfilled. In fact, 
many consider it a privilege to 
take part in this popular play, 
be it as an actor or as part of 
the audience. 


For the duration of the yatra, Bargarh 
town turns into Mathura, the kingdom of Kansa, 
while the village of Ambapali across river 
Jeera becomes Gopapura, the abode of 
Krishna. Jeera stands for river Yamuna, the 
banks of which once reverberated with the 
giggle of the gopis and the soulful tunes of 
Krishna's flute. . 

King Kansais at the centre of the action 
of the play. The sight of His Majesty Kansa 


atop a caparisoned elephant, while on his 
rounds of the town, is a scene which people 
love to watch. His word is law and his 
commands binding on every body. People have 
great fun as they watch Kansa pulling up a 
trader for some unfair trade practice or a 
government officer for some lapse or imposing 
a fine on a person for parking his vehicle at 
the wrong place. Political leaders never miss 
an opportunity to be among the loyal subjects 
of King Kansa. People enjoy the sight of these 
leaders happily bowing to the the ruler of 
Mathura. 


However, in the end, Kansa dies an 
inglorious death. His death symbolises the 
triumph of good over evil and marks the end 
of the festival. 


At Ambapali, Krishna is the focus of 
everybody's attention. The play starts with his 
birth in prison, meanders through his childhood 
antics and adolescent mischiefs. It reaches its 
climax with his victory over Kansa. People go 
wild with joy as he emerges in a beautifully 
decorated chariot from across river Jeera. As 
Krishna embarks on his final expedition to 
Mathura, people break into wailing, pleading 
with him not to go. 


The Dhanu Yatra of Bargarh is unique 
in another respect. The play has no directors 
and no script writers. The actors utter 
impromptu dialogues, though they generally 
adhere to a loose structure. They do not need 
any director to tell them how to go into raptures 
over the shenanigans of their dear Krishna, to 
swoon over the tune of his flute or to sob 
uncontrollably at his impending departure. 
However, the actors in the lead roles are 
usually experienced actors who bring all their 
skills to lend credibility to their performance 
even while taking care to give their acting an 
air of spontaneity. 
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It is difficult to say when the festival 
began. Some are of the view that it started in 
the early 19th century, while others believe that 
it started towards the end of the [8th century. 
Some believe that it had its origin in the 
Vaishnaba cult that swept the area between the 
first and the fourth decade of the last century. 
Most people consider it an offshoot of the 
glorious cultural tradition of Bargarh. 
However, Dhanu Yatra in its present form 
started in the year 1948. There is reason to 
believe that it was conceived, in the immediate 


~ aftermath of independence, as a performance 


charged with nationalistic fervour. Kansa, the 
demon king, symbolises the imperialist and 
‘evil’ British government on its way out and 
Krishna stands for the nationalistic aspirations 
of the people. 


The festival offers an occasion for the 
display of the glorious cultural traditions of 
the area. The play carries the distinctive stamp 
of Orissan folk, musical and dramatic 
traditions. Essential elements of the traditions 
like champuand chhanda form an integral part 
of the performance. Early actors who played 
the all-important role of Kansa-- Harekrushna 
Satapathy and Radheshyam Gountia and others 
-- generously used amitrakshara chhanda, in 
their impromptu dialogues. Verses from 
Mathura Mangala and works of Kabisurya 
Baladeva Ratha are engraved on every wall 
of Ambapali, which becomes the mythical 
Gopapura during the festival. 


Dhanu Yatra provides a platform to 
cultural troupes from other parts of the State 
as well as from the neighbouring states to 
display their talent to a culturally sensitive 
audience. It also showcases the Sanchara 
dance, an immensely popular dance form 
locally called Gahak Bahak. 


However, these native features are 
gradually replaced by the so called modern 
trends. Sometimes people complain that the 11 
day extravaganza provides an excuse for the 
people of the town to indulge in bouts of 
drinking and gambling. The festival provides 
opportunities to traders and businessmen to sell 
their wares. Larger business houses as well as 
small vendors make good business. Two 
committees -- one at Baragarh and other at 
Ambapalli -- order the affairs of the yatra. 


Dhanu Yatra is the most popular festival 


of Bargarh. The popularity of the festival is 
evident in the fact that it finds a place in the 


popular folk song, Dalkhaire. 


Parab, the cultural festival of Koraput, 
festival began on Saturday, November | 
Ministers, Shri Prafulla Chandra Ghada 
Parsuram Majhi, M.P., Shri Jayram Pangi, 
* Smt. Usha Padhee attended the meeting. 


The festival showc 
cultural groups from across sev 
Kui Kondh tribe of Laxmipur, 
Dandia dance of Gujarat, Labani d 
and Kashmir and Kudupatan 
and Drama Division, Kolkata an 
a three day handicraft exhibition, a food fe: 
came down on the festival 
Visakhapatnam on November 
theatre and cinema personality, 
Orissan culture. Local talents, 
felicitated Shri Narayan Bi 
for her efforts in organising t 
and Shri Rabi Narayan Nanda, 


Shri Sarat Puj 


he festival suc 
legislators, 
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PARAB - 2002 


was held with a great deal of 
6, 2002. A meeting was organi 
i, Shri Surjya Narayan Patro an 
MLA, Shri Taraprasad Bal 
A souvenir was brought out on thi 


ased the rich tribal culture 
eral parts of the State an 
Gond dance of Raighar, 
ance of Maharastra, Leguc 
di of Karnataka were the other 
d East Zone Cultural Centre p 
stival and an art ex 


| with a ceremonial band show 
18, 2002. The prestigious Sabar: 
ari for his outstan 
Shri Satyanarayan Adhikari, Shri S. 
ndhani a tribal artist of Kotpad, felicited the Collector, Smt Usha Padhee 
cessfully. Hon'b! 
artists and eminent persons were present. 


Dal khaire 

Chal dekhijima Dhanu jatara 
Bargarhar bazare juapahara 

Ghinima khajare marima maja 
Jaribana karba se Kansaraja 

Keta gahgaha dalkhai po paraja 

Saja haija, marima maja kaen dalkhaire 


People wait eagerly to watch the arrival 
of Kansa on his elephant and Krishna on his 
chariot. A festive atmosphere envelopes the 
town. For eleven days, distinctions of caste, 
class and creed disappear. The festival thus 
fosters the spirit of love and brotherhood. 
SE ee Eee ooo 
Acknowledgements : Sarada Lahangir. "Dhanu Yatra : 
The World's Biggest Play." Pebbles' Orissa Chronicle 
(Monsoon 2002); pp.24-27. 
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enthusiasm. The last phase of the 
sed to mark the occasion. Hon'ble 
d Shri Rabi Narayan Nanda, Shri 
hinipati, MLA and Collector, Koraput, 
s occasion. 


of Orissa besides presenting performances of 
d country. Traditional dance performances of 
Taki dance of Boipariguda were presented. 
ha dance of Manipur, Ichadaga of Jammu 
highlights of the festival. Artists of Song 
articipated in the performances. Besides, 
hibition were also held. Finally, curtains 
performed by Eastern Naval Command of 
i Samman was conferred on the noted 
ding contribution to Oriya cinema and 
Murmu and Shri R. Sisa were 


le Ministers, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan 
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The Unsung Acts of Courage 


Ordinary women living in the countryside are 
capable of demonstrating acts of extraordinary 
courage and enterprise. They possess the 
ability to face the adversity and shape the future 
of their family and the community. Natural 
disasters do not defeat their strong will power; 
adverse situations fail to dampen their spirit. 
These unsung heroines of exceptional courage 
make determined efforts to rebuild the society. 


Rebuilding Life: Sushma Mallick 


Sushma Mallick, 28, is a dalit woman 
of Udupur village in Balikuda block of 
Jagatsinghpur district. She lost most of her 
belongings during the super cyclone which 
devastated the State in October 1999. Her 
house had poor sanitation and drainage facility, 
Once the disaster struck, Sushma was left with 
two options : to wait for the relief to come (as 
many in the village chose'to do) or to pick up 
the shattered pieces of dreams and start 
rebuilding and reweaving them into a new 
pattern. 


She got a meager income from her work 
in the paddy fields but her husband regularly 
gambled away her earnings. Life was full of 

agony for her. 


Sushma mustered courage and started 
rebuilding her life. She mobilised women from 


her village to form a Self Help Group called 
Santimani. She was elected the Secretary of 
the group, which received Rs. 11000/- from 
an NGO as a revolving fund and started a small 
business. Since that time, her life has changed 
for the better. She explains, "I opened a small 
grocery shop in the village and also engaged 
myself in dry fish vending. The shop remained 
open during morning and evening hours and 
the rest of the day I sold fish in the local area." 


Sushma is busy these days. She has to 
look after her home, her business, and her 
children. She teaches the women of the village 
in the evening. She believes that her success 
in business is due her education. It also gives 
her confidence. 


Sushma's success has helped her 
Overcome many barriers. The local bank has 
agreed to provide loan assistance to the Group. 
She raises her voice against oppression. 
Sushma, who was once shy and withdrawn, 
now speaks eloquently in public meetings. She 
Says, there is potential in all of us. With 
determination and intelligence, we can achieve 
many things. 


Indomitable Will : Kalyani Khatua 


Kalyani, a physically challenged young 
woman of Dhinkia village of Ersama block of 
Jagatsinghpur district, had just got married. 


ee rr ee 
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Cyclone struck just four months after her 
marriage and left her a destitute. But Kalyani 
did not become desperate. During the post- 
cyclone period she was part of the SHG for 
persons with disability. She expressed her 
desire to start a grocery shop and an 
Organisation working in the area took the 
initiative to get her a loan. Now Kalyani is the 
happy owner of a grocery shop. She manages 


it as competently as any able-bodied person. 
She is confident, she would become self- 
sufficient. She has won her battle against 
disability. 

Profile in Courage: Kanaklata Palai 


High wind and incessant rain struck 
Solagan village of Soro block in Balasore 
district on 29th October 1999. The river 
Kansabansa, which flows past the village, 
slowly began to swell. Kananlata Palai, a 
student of Saraswati Mahavidyalaya, Anantpur 
was there on the other side of the river, where 
She gave lessons in tailoring to girls of nearby 
villages. The rain fell with greater intensity, 
and the water level of the river rose higher 
and higher, submerging roads and houses. Her 
tailoring training center which was situated on 
araised ground, gave shelter to many villagers. 


Kanaklata, apprehensiv 


e that her parents, who ” 


lived in a village on the other side of the river 
further downstream, were in danger, borrowed 
a boat carved from a palm tree trunk from a 
boatman and set out. She went to her house 
and rescued her parents. She undertook two 
more trips in the dark and saved seven more 
lives, braving the gale force wind and the strong 
currents of the river. The rescue operation took 
more than six hours. 

In recognition of her act of bravery and 
spirit of sacrifice, Tentei Gram Panchayat 
felicitated her, She has received many awards 
from other organisations too. Kanaklata 
remains determined to serve the community. 


‘Making a New Beginning : Savitri 


Savitri of Jhatipari village was one of 
the survivors, who wished she had been swept 
into the sea. She was a happily married woman 
having two daughters and a baby son. Her 
husband and father-in-law were the other 
members of her family: She lost her husband, 
father-in-law and all the children in the 
cyclone. She was in a state of shock and was 
barely able to narrate the happenings of those 


fateful days. 

People of Jhatipari are accustomed to 
wind and rough weather. High tides and saline 
water inundation are frequent occurrences and 
people therefore construct their houses on 
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higher land bases, such as mounds. They did 
not take cyclone warnings seriously. Although 
they were urged to leave their houses, they 
continued to live there, unaware of the 
magnitude of the destructive force coming their 
way. By dawn, there were huge tidal waves 
with great force surging into their village. 


Clutching her six-month old baby, 
Savitri tried to make for some other piece of 
higher land but was caught in a whirlpool and 
was swept away by the tidal water. To her 
horror, she found that her baby had slipped from 
her hand. The tides pushed her on to a high 
ground. Once the water receded and the rain 
slowed down, she made straight for her father's 
“place. Her husband and father-in-law had been 
swept away. It seemed that her future was 
bleak. 


Savitri was provided with relief 
materials. She did survive physically but what 
was important for her was the restoration of 
her mental balance. It had to be achieved in a 
gradual manner. She had to overcome her 
trauma. An NGO group reaching out to the 
village heard her story from others and then 
slowly and gently cajoled her into sharing her 
grief with them. As they listened to her, the 
floodgates of emotions burst open. They helped 
her regain faith in herself and find a new 
meaning in life ahead. 


Savitri agreed to be the caretaker 
mother for the temporary childcare home set 
up in their village for children, who had lost 
all their family members during the super 
cyclone. She lavished her love on the orphaned 
children. A new chapter of her life began. 


The Spirit of Enterprise : Pratima Mohanty 


Pratima Mohanty, 29, is a resident of 
Nabanga village in Jagatsingpur district. A 


slightly built woman, Pratima has two children. 
Srihari, her husband works in the local godown 
as a store assistant, helping with stacking and 
loading of groceries. A littke money earned 
from the sale of vegetables from the backyard 
land added to the family income. Both the 
children attended school and the elder girl often 
helped the mother with household chores. 


Super cyclone came as a terrible blow 
to Pratima's family. They lost their house and 
belongings. The local godown was closed 
down. Srihari lost his job. 


Encouraged by a local NGO, Pratima 
and 14 other women in the village formed a 
savings group. Initial deposits were difficult 
to come by. The NGO helped with a revolving 
fund of Rs. 5000/- on condition that the group 
must immediately start a suitable income 
generation activity. 


There are a lot of coconut groves in 
the area and the group decided to manufacture 
items of coir. Rope and doormats were suitable 
products that could be sold. easily to local 
businessmen and the group decided to start the 
venture. The NGO helped by providing 
necessary skills training to the members in the 
village and in about 15 days' time, the first rolls 
of rope were ready for the market. Businessmen 
came to the village and bought the materials 
produced. Profit increased and with it the self- 
esteem, community recognition and 
encouragement for women. 


Pratima then suggested that the grouP 
take up selling of sarees. Pratima was selected 
by the group to get sarees from busines houses 
in Cuttack and sell them to people of the nearby 
villages with a small profit margin. Sales have 
. increased and the group has more than Rs. 


—— 
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25,000/- in its account after 2 years. Hard 
work, intelligence and enterprise helped her 
and other women of the village. 


"We too are able' ; Indumati Sahoo 


Indumati Sahoo, 64, of village 
Paikasahi in Sailo Gram Panchayat is involved 
in a number of developmental activities in 
Kujang block. She was married to a 
businessman in 1955. She could not confine 
herself to the four wail of her house. She hada 
tendency to discuss problems that arose in 
families in her locality and was popularly 
called Indu Mausi. 


The poor economic condition of the 
villagers in her locality led her to feel that 
women too should contribute to the family 
income. She took the lead in forming a Self 
Help Group called "Jugajyoti Swayam Sahayak 
Dal" in 1972 with 30 members. Each member 
contributed Rs.10 / Rs.S depending on her 
financial condition. . 

The members tarte ! making badi and 
papad, which they sold in the local market. As 
the quality of the products was good, the 
demand increased day by day. With the money 
thus collected they helped the victims of flood 
and super cyclone. During the floods in 2001 
the members sent cooked food to people of 
the nearby villages for around 15 days. Slowly 
as the situation improved, they collected old 
clothes and distributed these to the flood 
Victims in the worst affected areas. During 
nking water was a great 
problem for the affected people. The members 
Supported a team from Regional Research 
Laboratory, Bhubaneswar, who had set up a 
drinking water processing plant. They prepared 
Water pouches and distributed these among the 


the super cyclone, dri 


cyclone victims. The members also look to the 
welfare of the locality such as road connectivity 
and availability of health services. 


Age and ill health could not deter Indu 
Mausi to work for the community. 


Facing Adversity : Lobha Barik 


Lobha Barik, 18, of Balighai.village 
in Marsaghai of Kendrapara district, is a girl . 
of strong will power. Her firm determination 
to stand on her own feet and to take the burden 
of her family single handedly would surprise 
many. It is hard to believe that a young girl 
brought up in a rural area can survive by herself 
and can support a family of four. But Lobha 
has shown that she is made of sterner stuff. 


During the super cyclone of 1999, 
Lobha's family remained trapped in the 
wreckage of their house for two days. Villagers 
had to break open a window to rescue them. 
Lobha's ailing father died soon afterwards. 
Since that time, Lobha is struggling to cope 
with life : she has to take care of her old mother, 
blind and physically and mentally challenged 
brother, and a sister, who was born blind. 

On most days, the family would not get 


two square meals a day. When Lobha's father 
e, the family had taken a loan which 


was aliv 
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had not been repaid. No relatives came forward 
to help them. Their inability to repay it put off 
money lenders. 


The family had borrowed a milch cow, 
but the calf died during the cyclone. The cow 
stopped giving milk. They hoped that the cow 
would deliver another calf, and they would 
raise it and return the cow to its owner. But as 
things stood, the owner would demand to take 
back the cow and the calf. 


After the super cyclone, the family was 
left without a shelter. They received Rs 1,000 
from the government as house building 
assistance with which they repaired their hut. 
VHAI-Project Aparajita came to their help and 
provided them with a concrete house. Lobha 
was enrolled in a tailoring institute nearby and 


given a sewing machine. Now the family does 
not have to return the cow, as Aparajita has 
purchased it from the owner and given it to the 
family. Lebha's old mother and other family 
members are now taking care of it. 


Lobha has completed her training and 
is able to support her family. Lobha's 
determination to face adversity with coura 
will be a source of inspiration to all. 


ge 


o 


ee 
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Ist WORLD AIDS DAY 


8th GIRL CHILD DAY 
8th SAARC DAY 
8th -14th 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: DECEMBER 


2nd NATIONAL POLLUTION CONTROL DAY 
3rd INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE DISABLED 
3rd NATIONAL CONSERVATION DAY 
3rd BHOPAL GAS TRAGEDY DAY 
4th NAVAL DAY ‘ 
Sth INTERNATIONAL VOLUNTEER DAY FOR E 
AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT iieiones 
6th DR. AMBEDKAR’S MAHAPARINIRVA 
7th FLAG DAY veer 


ALL INDIA HANDICRAFTS WEEK 


10th HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 
14th NATIONAL ENERGY CONSERVATION DAY 
17th MAHARAJA SHRIRAM CHAND 
JAYANTI 
31st 


VEERATA DIVAS (IN MEMORY 
GHENS FAMILY, BARGARH) 


RA BHANJA DEO 


OF THE MARTYRS OF 


Devi and Gopal Ballav Das, belonged to a ric 
elder brother. Rama, who did not get formal educ: 


married Gopabandhu Choudhuri, son of Go! 
resigned Government service in 
Choudhuri, left college and joined the movement. 


+ She went from Inchudi to Kujang and persuaded the 
illiterate village folk, especially women, and electri 
the cause of Harijan movement and Bhoodan work. 


Here is an excerpt from her autobiograph 
Manmohan Choudhuri. 


It was January 1930. Efforts were being made 
to get the resolution on complete independence 
adopted by the Lahore Session of the Indian 
National Congress to be taken on a pledge by 
the people of India on as large a scale as 
possible. Public meetings were to be held in 
as many places as possible attended by large 
numbers of people. The resolution was to be 
read out to them phrase by phrase and ‘the 
audience was to repeat the same in unison. 
January 26 had been fixed for the function. A 
ceremonial hoisting of the national flag was to 
be carried out in the morning and the public 
meeting was to be held at five in the evening. 
That was the programme for the day as fixed 
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The Salt Satyagraha 


Ramadevi Choudhuri (1899-1985) was born at Satyabhamapur 
h and sophisticated family. Madhusudan Das was his father's 


ation, studied privately; she learnt simple arithmetic, a little 


English and some Sanskrit. However, she acquired proficien 
kulananda Choudhuri, who then served as Deputy Collector. He 


1921 and joined the freedom movement. 


ttack, which Gandhiji addressed. She went up to the 


Ramadevi attended a meeting of women at Cul 
hread which she had learnt to spin from her uncle, 


dias and presented te-Gandhiji a bundle of hand-spun t 


Madhusudan Das. She joined the national movement and active 
Queen of Kujang to join the Satyagraha. This inspired the 


fied the movement. Thereafter, she devoted herself to 


y, which has fféen translated by her illustrio 


for the town of Cuttac 


: Ramadevi Choudhuri 
Translated by Manmohan Choudhuri 


near Cutack. Her parents, Basanta Kumari 


cy in Oriya and Bengali. At the age of 15, she 


Her brother-in-law, Nabakrushna: 


ly participated in the Salt Satyagraha in 1930. 


us son, 


k: The authorities had in 
the meantime banned all meetings and 


demonstrations at public places by 
promulgating an order under section 144 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code. Gandhiji had issued 
strict instructions that there was to be no civil 
disobedience till he gave the order. So the flag 
hoisting ceremony was held at a private place. 
Ithad been announced that the public meeting 
would be held at the Town Hall and permission 
for the same had been requested. But this 
permission was not granted. So it was decided 
to hold the meeting in the compound of our 
house. The news that the Goyernment has not 


allowed the public meeting in the Town Hall 
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had spread like wild fire throughout the town 
and it infused more interest and enthusiasm in 
the people. The attendance at the meeting was 
beyond expectation. Since there was not enough 
place in our compound, poeple got on the roof, 
sat on the compound wall and on the high bank 
of the river that is near our house. There were 
no loudspeakers in those days, yet the vast 
gathering took the pledge in an orderly manner. 
The acceptance of the resolution as a pledge 
- by large masses of the people electrified the 
atmosphere. After this we went away to 
Alakashram so as to be there when the 
movement began. 


At that time the only newspaper 
published from Cuttack was the weekly Samaj. 
Hence, we could not get prompt information 
about day-to-day developments at Cuttack and 
elsewhere. Our principal task was to enroll as 
many persons as possible from the surrounding 
villages as members of the Congress. Pandit 
Prankrushna Padhiery, now no more, was our 
chief helper in this work. The members had to 
pay an annual fee of four annas. Frequent 
circulars came from the All India Congress 
Committee containing information about the 
latest developments: and instructions for the 
volunteers. This helped to stoke the enthusiasm 
of the people. Inchuri Chatan; a place on the 
sea coast in the district of Balasore, some one 
hundred and twenty five miles from Cuttack 
was selected as the venue for the breaking of 
the Salt Act in Orissa. The Satyagrahis were 
to march all the way from Cuttack to that place. 
The stages on the route had been chosen and 
appropriate programmes of public meetings 
and demonstrations had been drawn up for each 
such halting place. Public meetings and 
demonstrations were taking place almost every 
day'at Cuttack. Mad: 


April 6, the day fixed for the start of 
the march by the first batch of Saty >grahis, 
drew near. My husband, our children and I came 
down to Cuttack on the 4th. The excitement and 
thrill were mounting day by day. The first batch 
started out from Cuttack in the early morning . 
of the appointed day. They carried their spare 
clothing, reed mats for bed and other things 


themselves, tied in rolls and slung from their 
shoulders. 


There were twenty Satyagrahis in this 
first batch and my husband, Gopabandhu 
Choudhuri, led them. Acharyya Harihar Das 
was his second-in-command. Gourangacharan 
Das, Raghunath Das, Sudarshan Praharaj and 
Vinod Choudhuri from Cuttack, Bishwanath 
Hota and Golok De from Balasore, Raghunath 
Mishra from Puri and Dayananda Satpathy from 
Sambalpur were in this batch. Gopababu was 
arrested on the way because he had broken the 
ban in Cuttack on meetings by addressing one. 
The rest of the Satyagrahis continued their 
March, but after a few days they took a train to 
Balasore So as to be able to offer civil 
disobedience on April 13, which they did. 


What should I do now ? Was the . 
question that was uppermost in my mind after 
the Satyagrahis had left. What could I do ? I 
made the speech by Gandhiji that I had heard 
at Binod Bihar, Cuttack, in 1921 my pole star. 
I made up my mind to go out and join the 
movement with the faith that forms of action 
would emerge by themselves if I followed the 
advice that had been given in that speech. Civil 
disobedience by breaking the Salt Act was 
offered at Inchuri Chatan under the leadership 
of Acharya Harihar Das. The police indulged 
In repressive acts like arrests, lathi charges, 
Seizure of the illegally manufactured salt, 
breaking of the utensils used to manufacture it 
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and so on. A group of women including 
Kiranbala Sen, Malatidevi and myself went to 
Inchuri Chatan from Cuttack to see the action. 
We reached Balasore in the evening, stayed at 
the Satyagraha Camp located in an old building 


that had housed an office of the East India 


Company, locally known as the Permit Kothi, 
and went to Inchuri the next morning in a motor 
car. The car could not go upto the place of 
satyagrha.and so we had to walk some distance. 
It was summer and around eleven O'Clock in 
the morning. Some’ of us were thirsty and 
wanted water to drink. In those days their were 
practically no wells in most parts of the 
Balasore district and tube-wells were 
unknown. People.used the water from ponds 
‘and tanks for drinking also. So we went toa 
tank to have a drink. The water near the bank 
was muddy, so we thought that we would get 
clear water if we went a little inside the tank 
and waded in. But our footsteps disturbed the 


sludge at the bottom and the water become as 
muddy as it was nearer the bank. Ultimately 
we had to drink the muddy water. I realized 
for the first time that day the kind of water 
scarcity that vast numbers of the people in our- 


country had to put up with. 


_ At midday we took rest at the Inchuri 
Satyagraha camp and went to the Shrijang 
village that was nearby in the afternoon. We 
went from door to door in that village and told 
the women that a number of us women were 
going to break the salt law that day and 
appealed to them to join us. The women of the 
village responded. About fifteen hundred 
women came out and went with as to collect 
salt impregnated mud from the sea shore from 
which salt was to be extracted by 4 simple 
indigenous process. All of us gathered some 
of the mud but the police were nowhere to be 
seen. We were told that the police have been 


instructed not to interfere with whatever the 
women did. This indifference of the police 
irked us. We gave a talk to the women of 
Shrijang about the larger aspects of the 
movement and returned to Balasore in the 
evening. I went to stay at Alakashram again 
after my return to Cuttack. At that time 
Bhagubabu (the late Bhagirathi Mohapatra) 
was staying in’his’ village Chatra. I was 
obsessed with the idea of breaking the salt law. 
Icame to know that discussions had been going 
on about the choice of a suitable area for 
breaking the salt law inthe Cuttack district and 
also that Kujang has been selected for the 
purpose. So after consultation with Bhagubabu 
and Narayan Birabara Samanta I proceeded to 
Kujang. I took Prafulla Kumari, wife of 
Bishwanath Hota, with me. Malatidevi had 
already reached there with Dr. Brajanath 
Mishra. Some members of the Vanar Sena (the 
Monkey Army, a reference to the army of 
monkeys that is said to have helped Rama in 
his fight against the demon king Ravana. In the 
present context, used in reference to the: 
teenagers who had joined the movement) were 
already there. Satyagraha was being offered 
during daylight hours. In the evening we would 
sit down to make plans for the next day. One 
day it was decided that we, the organizers, 
should also offer satyagraha after having 
announced the times and places in advance. 
Malatidevi, Brajababu and Samanta all chose 
sites for themselves. It was decided that I 
should offer satyagraha at a place called 


Kaliapata. 

I was told by Samanta that the Rani of 
Paradip was favourable to the movement. We 
were staying at a Math (monastery) near the 
village Chatua. It was known as Beri Math. I 
went to meet the Rani accompanied by an adult 
Satyagrahi and a Vanar Sainik, The Rani 


welcomed us with Open arms. She was the 
maternal grandmother of Ratnamali Jena, the 
wife of Samanta. The Rani agreed readily to 
join the Satyagraha at Kaliapat. She also 
suggested that meetings of the women in the 
villages be also held and those who agreed to 
do so could go to Kaliapat with us. 


In the meantime, Shri Madhavananda 
Mishra, the magistrate entrusted with the task 
of preventing Satyagraha in the Kujang area, 
came to know that I had come to Paradip and 


ordered the ferrymen not to take us in their’ 


boats. The area is crisscrossed by rivers and 
creeks and it is almost impossible to move 
about without using boats. The news of the 
magistrate's order spread like wild fire. We 
had planned to take a boat from Paradip, start 
in the night and reach Kaliapat early in the 
morning. The Rani would not have been able 
to walk all the way to that place. She had men 
in her service who could row a boat. It was 
only necessary to procure one. Her men were 
able to get a small boat by nightfall. At about 
eleven in the night some men went to see and 
found that the magistrate and his entourage 
were all fast asleep. We started on our journey. 
We carried only one kerosene lantern with us 
that was turned down very low so that no light 
' would be visible from the banks, As far as I 
remember, it was the ei ghth day after the new 
moon. The moon rose shortly after we had 
Started. The boat glided silently onward in the 
moonlight. 


Next Morning, the people of Kaliapat 
were amazed to see the Rani in the person in 
their village. The Rani appealed to the women 
to come with us with baskets to breaking the 
salt law by collecting the salty soil. She 
explained in brief the why and how of the 
movement to the assembled men and women. 
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Of course, the people had already formed an 
idea about it because they had been witnessing 
the daily Satyagraha and the police repression. 
They had been that one who took up just a 
handful of the Salty soil was sure to get a good 
beating from the police. At the Rani's appeal 
the women came out with baskets. There were 
only women, no men. Kaliapat ia very large 
village and so the congregation consisting of 
one or two women from each household was a 
big one. Some children also lagged along. We 
went to Gandakipur under the leadership of the 
Rani. A posse of policemen Was present there. 
All of us including the children collected the 
soil. The Police just stood there passively like 
Spectators. The People did not like this 
Passivity of the police, They wanted the police 
to interfere and thus taste some action. The salt 


Satyagraha had to stop when the rainy season 
set in. 


In the mean time, some disturbances had 
taken place in the village Shrijang and the 
Government had imposed a punitive tax on it. 
One night a Police van loaded with policemen 


“ 


tailway station. The village was eight miles 
from the station. It was the rainy season, the 
fields were under water. There was no regular 
Toad to the village. So we had to walk on the 
narrow earthen ridges that formed the boundary 
between plots of land. At some places the 
tidges were also under water and howsoever 
Carefully might we walk, we slipped very often 
and we fell into the water. Surendra was 
Carrying some snacks fell in the water and 
began to float away. Since we had no prospect 
of having anything else to eat that day, we 
wadded into the waist deep water and picked 
up the stuff. We came to a tank on the way and 
sat downon its embankment to eat the meagre 
fare. We were all soaked to the skin. 
Malatidevi remarked while having the snacks 
that this so woefully little, some puffed rice 
: would be nice as a supplement to it. But where 
were we to get that ? While looking around 
we spotted a gentleman little way off coming 
towards us. We became a little bit hopeful. He 
came and stood befor us and asked, "What are 
you doing here in these wet clothes ? Where 
are you coming from ? Where are you going 2" 
As he saw that we were being unable to 
recognize him he said, "Are you not being able 
to recognize me ? I am Shridhar Panigrahi, 
_ brother of Karunakar." When Malatidevi told 
him that we would be happy to have some 
puffed rice, he invited us to his house in a tone 
4s if we had honoured him by making the 
“Tequest, There he served us puffed rice. 
alatidevi asked for some salt and tamarind 
‘0 go with it. Shridharbabu served as this simple 
are with great affection and regard. He gave 
US directions for Shrijang and also provided a 
8uide who accompanied us part of the way. 
b. We were surprised to see the situation 
% Shrijang when we arrived there. There was 
°t a single male person to be seen in the 
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village. There was no question of our staying 
there for the night because we were all in wet 
clothes. So we divided into parties and went 
from house to house to have a look at their 
insides. Malatidevi found five or six woman 


* huddled in a-house and ran out and took me 


there to show me as if it was a strange sight. I 
had never been so deeply disturbed in my life 
as I became that day on seeing the ravaged 
village, the condition of the houses and the. 
women stricken dumb by terror. I cannot even 
now bring myself to describe the scene. 


The three of us came to the Bahanaga 
Bazar railway station after collecting all the 
information we needed to write a report. It was 
late in the evening when we reached Bahanaga 
Bazar. We had been on our feet all the time 
since we got down from the train at Khantapara 
at seven in the morning and reached Bahanaga 
Bazar at eight in the evening. The only time 
that we had sat down for some time was at the 
house of Shridhar Panigrahi where we had 
eaten puffed rice. That was also the only meal 
we had in the whole day. The train we were to 
take to Cuttack was due to arrive quite some 
time later. We were all dead tired. We were 
thinking of where to get something to eat when 
a Congress worker appeared on the scene. He 
knew the station master very well. He took me 
to the latter's quarter and after introducing me 
to him he told him everything about us. The 
station master said that he would have been 
glad to have as us his guests and serve us food, 
but he dared not do so because of the police. 
Though he said this outwardly his mind did 
not seem to have been reconciled to this. He 
placed some raw rice and vegetables before 
me and said, "I am going away for the while. 
Please cook and eat this by the time the train 
comes." I boiled the rice and made a thin soup 
with the sour fruit known as Chalta or wau. 
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We had our fill and came to Cuttack by the 
night train. Salt Satyagraha had to be 
discontinued because of the onset of the rainy 
season, so we were assigned different tasks. I 
was sent to, Jajpur to organize public meetings, 
collect funds and enroll volunteers. I was to 
proceed to the town of Jajpur and then go into 
the rural areas from there. I reached the Jajpur 
Road railway station by train accompanied by 
a male worker. We got into the bus that was to 
go to the town. The bus started and then 
suddenly came to a halt after a short while. 
There was a commotion among the passengers. 
Almost immediately a sub-inspector of police 
accompanied by a constable came to us and 
told me very politely that I would not be 
allowed to go to Jajpur by this bus. That was 
the order issued by the Sub-Dividional Officer 
of Jajpur. I saw that this aroused sympathy for 
us in the passengers. A few of them started 
arguing loudly. But I got down from the bus 
with my companion. Some of the people there 
suggested that we go by a bullock cart. But I 
decided to walk the eighteen miles. It was rather 
late in the night when we reached Jajpur. 


Ihad been instructed at Cuttack to meet 
Birupaksha Kar, a lawyer at Jajpur. He was to 
make arrangements for my stay there. I met 
Birupakshyababu accordingly and he arranged 
for me to stay with Jagmohan Tiwari, another 
lawyer. A tour programme was drawn up in 
consultation with the local Congress workers 
and we visited a number of places according 
to it. I went to the villages around the town 
and held small meetings of both men and 
womenfolk. 


At that time the people were just sold 
on the Congress. They were also intrigued by 
the sight of a woman going about in the open 
addressing meetings and collecting funds. It 


was possible to organize meetings of women 
in the villages with very little effort. The 
women almost buried us under their questions. 
What did the Congress want them to do ? What 
would be the good of doing those things ? How 
did you come out of your home ? How do you 
maintain yourself while spending your time 
going about like this ? what would be the final 
outcome of the Congress movement ? in what 
ways would the poor and illiterate people be 
benefited by it ? what good would it do to the 
women ? How would this country be run when 
this Government went away ? Would it mean 
that there would be no police and no courts ? 
How would then it be possible to keep the 
wicked under control ? The attendance at the 
meetings used to be small, but it took quite 
sometime to answer all the questions in detail. 
I was glad that I had the opportunity to answer 
all these questions. On occasions when there 
would be men Congress workers belonging to 
the same village in the meeting they would try 
to clamp down on the questioning. "How much 
understanding do you have that you are asking — 
so many questions ?" They would say 
impatiently, "Just try to remember what she has 
already told you and to act accordingly. She 
is a busy person and has many things to 40- 
Why are you wasting her time 2" I would take 
the side of the women and rebut, "If they are 
not to questions and try to find out what they 
want to know, then why was the meeting 
organized at all ? I shall answer their questions, 
however much time it may take." 


Sometimes I was just crushed by the 
welcome the women gave me. At one place 
they brought milk when asked for a drink of 
water. I had to explain patiently the effects © 
drinking milk when one's body needed plain 
water. A thousands times of the affection, reg" 
and care due to a person like me was showere 


— 


on me. But few women came out to join the 
Movement in 1930. A large number came out 
in 1932 and filled the jails. 


A ‘programme was drawn up for my 
visit to the village Bari. I went to Guhali, 
thirteen miles from Jajpur, in a bullock cart. 
There I spent some time with Mrs. Reba Ray, 
Who was staying in that village and started out 
for Bari. Though I had become accustomed to 
walking long distances I had little experience 
of travelling in small and shaky country boats. 
The flooded rivers between Guhali and Bari 
had overflown their banks and the whole area, 
almost upto Bari, a stretch about five miles 
across was under water. The boat was quite 
small and there was a strong wind. The waves 
were as high as the sides of the boat. Though I 


|. tried not to show that I was afraid, the Congress 


workers accompanying me continually assured 
me that there was no cause for fear since the 
boatmen was a very experienced navigator. But 
Isat in the boat holding on tightly to the sides 
of the boat and with m)' eye; tightly shut. Any 
how is reached Bari s. fely. 


When I went to the public meeting in 
the evening I found that the attendance was very 
large, It was a regular mass meeting. Quite.a 
large number of women were also there and 
So there was no need to hold a separate meeting 
for them. When preparations were being made 
for holding a sessiou of the Indian National 
Congress at Puri in 1931 and volunteers were 

fing trained for the occasion, a large number 
°f women and unmarried girls enrolled 
mselves as volunteers and were trained in 
“amps for women. Many of them were jailed 
hen the movement was resumed in 1932. The 
“gress workers in that area had cut down 
Mumerable date palm trees in an attempt to 
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stop the manufacture of intoxicating liquor from 
their sap. This was in pursuance of the 
programme of prohibition,-a plank of the 
freedom movement. From Bari I went to other 
villages including Kalyanpur, Purushottampur 
and Ahiyas. A large number of women and girls 


- from these villages also later came forward to 


join the Congress volunteers training camps © 
and many went to jail. After addressing 
meetings in several villages and collecting 
some funds, I came back to Jajpur and travelled 


‘ to the railway station in a bullock cart. This 


time also I was not allowed to travel in a bus. 


After about a couple of decades when 
I was active in the Land-gift Movement 
initiated by Acharyya Vinoba Bhave, I went 
one day to the gentleman, who was the Sub- 
Divisional Officer of Jajpur in 1930, to request 
him to make a gift of some of his land. It seemed 
to me that he was feeling embarassed and 
abashed in my presence because of the actions 
he had taken against me when he was in service. 
So I told him, "You did your duty as a 
government ‘servant at that time. Now itis your 
duty to share a part of your land with the 
landless, Please do that duty." He took it in 
good spirit and made a land-gift. 


Source ; Into the Sun : An Autobiography by 
Ramadevi Choudhuri. Translated from the Oriya 
original, Jeeban Pathe (Cuttack’: Grantha Mandir, 
1984) by Manmohan Choudhuri. New Delhi : National 


Gandhi Museum, 1998. 


Ramadevi Choudhuri (1899-1985) was a noted 
freedom fighter, a constructive worker and organiser. 


Manmohan Choudhuri, the son of. Ramadevi and 
Gopabandhu Choudhuri, also a freedom fighter and 
worker, is the Secretary, Utkal Gandhi Smarak Nidhi, 


Cuttack. 
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The Golden Voice 


that will be heard no more 
A Tribute to the Singing Legend, Akshay Mohanty 


The voice that thrilled the Oriya listeners, and 
soothed them for long four decades, fell silent 
on a dull Sunday afternoon in November. The 
Oriya singing legend, Akshay Mohanty is no 
more. He died of cardiac arrest 
at SCB Medical College and 
Hospital on November 17, 2002. 
He was admitted to the hospital 
‘on November 6, 2002 for 
treatment of acute renal failure 
and was kept in the Intensive 
Care Unit. His mortal remains 
were consigned to flames at the 
historic Sati Chaura. He was 65 
and is survived by his wife, two 
sons and two daughters. 


As the news of his death 
spread, hundreds of his fans 
rushed to the hospital to pay their last respects 
to the great singer, whose melodious voice used 
to mesmerise them. His body was later shifted 
to his residence at Sheikh bazar, where people 
from all walks of life made a beeline to get a 
last glimpse of their beloved Khoka bhai. They 
included artists, music lovers, political leaders 
and members of the film industry. Among 
others, Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative 
Assembly, Shri Sarat Kumar Kar, Hon'ble 


Minister, Shri Samir Dey, came there to pay 
their last respects. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Navee? 
Patnaik, members of the Council of Ministers, 
and several other leaders, 
condoled the sad demise of 
Mohanty. A condolence message 
described Mohanty as the 
Badshah of the Oriya musi¢ 
world. In a rare gesture, Chief 
Minister dedicated this year's 
Bali Yatra to his memory. Artists 
and organisers of Parab-2002; 
the cultural festival of Koraput 
district, paid glowing tributes to 
the singing legend of the State. 
Puri Beach Festival was als° 
dedicated to his memory. 


. Born on October 12, 1937 * 
Mansinghpatna in the historic Cuttack city, 
Mohanty was drawn towards singing right from 
his childhood. In 1959, he became a radi© 


artist. It was the music of the Hindi film Baijt | 


Bawra, which left a lasting impression on bi 


young mind. He joined Government service 9 
1956, but left the job in the 1963 to devor® 


himself full time to music. He started his fil™ 


career in the early 1960s, with the song 'G0" - 


lo gori' in the film, Maa. He came to limelight 


. hee he composed, directed and sang 
Praca 1 mi Mala Jahna, which received the 
Rod ents Award. Mohanty started a new trend 
i os film music in Kie Kahara (1965) and 
Rich . spoon for himself. The last film for 
(2002), gave music was Puo Mora Jagat Jita 


a During last four decades, Mohanty 
ey a music for as many as 75 films and sang 
Ba _ He recorded a large number of songs. 
Bayasara Krushnachuda’, 'E Phaguna tume’, ‘Ja 
emcee ja and ‘Smruti tume aphera naire 
tt tiari naa', are some of his most popular 
Af a He has also recorded about 100 songs 
@ indi and Bengali. His Bengali album, 
ie Bahute Kankan Hoiche Dhanya was 
instant hit in West Bengal. 


The Nirvana Pilgrim Society and the State Tourism Dep 
at Dhauli and Pathrajpur on 9th and 10th of December 
countries like Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri 
Monks came ina procession from Rajarani Temple, 


Puja at the foothills of Dhauli and plan 


F Hon'ble Minister, Panchayati R: 
Minister, Tourism, Shri A.U. Singh Deo addressed th 
said that the revival of the age-old cultural and religious 
relationship between Orissa and the countries in South 
Asian region would usher in a new era. Shri Singh Deo 
assured the delegation that land would be provided 
for the construction of anew pagoda. Dr Lamn of the 
Vietnamese delegation suggested that strategies should 
be evolved to attract Buddhist tourists to Orissa. 
Besides strengthening the cultural ties, this would earn 
00d revenue, he said. 
ed the Buddhist sites at 


The delegation visit t 
and Udaygiri on the 10th of 
1 procession on 


December, They came in ac 
where a function was O 


laid emphasis on ¢ 
Id provide a 
rism, Shri 


were present in the func 
State. The Nirvana Hotel, 
inaugurated at Pathrajpur. 
Present. 


which wou 
Director, Tou! 
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NIRVANA PUSPAGIRI FESTIVAL - 2002 


artment jointly orga 
2002. 103 Buddhi: 
j Lanka, Cambodia al 
Bhubaneswar to 


ted a sacred peepal tree, which they hai 


aj, Information & Public 
e monks an 


rganised. Hon'ble 
MLA, Shri Kalpataru 
he development 0 
ccommodation as well as 
Gopinath Mohanty and Joint 


Mohanty's involvement in creative art 
was not confined to the world of music. He 
wrote novels, short stories, poems and a 
travelogue. He novels Jaya Nuhen Jaya 
Gayak, and Noon Show are widely read and 
appreciated. His fictionalised autobiography. 
Arya Dasara Atmalipi is quite popular. 


Mohanty won several awards for 
music. He was adjudged the best play back 
singer as many as seven times; twice had he 
been chosen the best music director. He also 


received the prestigious Cine Critic Award. 
ted a void in the world of 


His death has crea 
music. 


nised the Nirvana Puspagiri Festival - 2002 
st monks and pilgrims including 23 from 
nd Japan participated in this festival. On 9th, the 
Santi Stupa, Dhauli. The delegation performed a 
d brought from Bodh Gaya. 


Culture, Dr Damodar Rout and Hon'ble 


Relations and 
re on the occasion. Dr Rout 


d the people present the: 


Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly, 
Das, MLA and Shri Debasish Nayak, MLA 
f£ Buddhist sites to attract more tourists to the 
lectronic money transfer facilities, was 
Director, Shri Biranchi Mishra were 
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The Dance Festival At Konark 


PIB Feature 


The Sun (Surya) has been a popular deity in 
India since the Vedic period. The following 
passage occurs in a prayer to him in the Rig 
Veda, the earliest of our sacred literature: 
“Aloft his beams now bring the good, Who 
knows all creatures that are born, That all may 
look upon the Sun. The seven bay mares that 
draw thy car, Bring thee to us, far-seeing good, 
O Surya of the gleaming hair. Athwart in 
darkness gazing up, to him the higher light, We 
now have soared to Surya- The god among 
gods, the highest height.” 


The most notable marvel of Orissan art, 
the stately Sun Temple at Konark, is currently 
gearing up for the annual tourism event, the 
Konark Dance Festival. The five-night event 
from 1 to 5 December attracts tourists and 
dance connoisseurs from India and abroad. 
This December the State Tourism authorities, 
with help from the Union Tourism Department, 
have invited maestros of stage such as Guru 
Natabar Maharana and Vempathi China 
Sathyam to perform at the festival. Prominent 
groups from Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata 
and Imphal will also present Odissi, 
Bharatnatyam, Kuchipudi, Chhow, Kathak and 
Manipuri dance recitals during successive 
nights of the festival. Hotels are busy making 
appropriate arrangements to accommodate the 


S.N. Patra 


peak-season crowd. So are the nearby resorts 
on the Chandrabhaga Beach and the numerous 
tourist lodges at Puri. 


When the sun sets on the horizon and 
the stars appear in the sky, the open-air 
auditorium against the flood-lit temple 
reverberates with the ragas and taal to fit the 
misty air with classical dance extravaganza. It 
is a journey through ecstasy. During December, 
2001 the Department of Posts issued two 
Special stamps to mark the festival. All the five 
nights of the fest saw leading and eminent 
dancers present their best shows. 


. Built in AD 1250, during the reign of 
the Eastern Ganga King Narasimhadeva-I 
(AD1238-64), the Konark Temple was to 
enshrine an image of the Sun, the patron deity 
of the place. The entire complex was designed 
in the form of a huge chariot drawn by seven 


spirited horses on twelve pairs of exquisitely- 
carved wheels. The sanctum sanctorum of this 
temple symbolises the majestic stride of the 
Sun-god and marks the culmination of the 
Orissan architectural style. The walls of the 
temple contain superb carvings of divine and 
semi- divine, human and animal figures amidst 
floral and geometric ornamentations. The 
vivacious kanyas and danseuse are remarkable 
for their sensuous modelling, pulsating with 
human emotions which are absorbed in a 
variety of gestures and rhythmic actions. Such 
sculptures render the Orissan temples a class 


by themselves. 


The Konark Sun Temple is the grandest 
achievement of the eastern school of 
architecture. Situated some 32 kms in the north- 
easterly direction from Puri, Konark looks 
grand even in its ruins. The stupendous 
monument stands with its disfigured beauty in 
a desolate track of ever- drifting sands of the 
Chandrabhaga river. It is believed that the very 
first ray of the Sun at every dawn falls upon 


this temple. 
The Orissan devotional architecture of 
the Ganga Dynasty which made a humble 
begining in the 2nd century B.C., had a history 
of 1500 years when the temple at Konark cs 
into being. In shape, the temple did mae 
any bold departure from other temple 


ining the 
i in temple, enshrining 
eee Sun, has fallen off; but 


presidin deity-Lord ae ae 
what ae at present enables the visitors 
gone era. As one 


by, 
au randeur of the ieee 
gauge the g + one’s attention 1S drawn 


stands facing the east, hich was actually an 


toa step-like masonary W known 
ik the temple, also 
arch, The total height of 927 feet. The structure 


as the Black Pagoda, W ae 
was conceived in the form 0 
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on an immense terrace with 24 giant wheels 
being, as it were, dragged by seven richly 
decorated horses. Each part of the temple is in 
perfect architectural shape. The only other 
historic Sun temple in India akin to Konark is’ 


* situated at Madhera in Gujarat which was built 


by King Bhimadeva-I of the Solanki clan in 
1026. It is 102 kms from Ahmedabad. 


Konark prominently figures on the 
international tourist map for its serene natural 
surroundings and bountiful beaches. Even 
during the 12th and 13th centuries, Kalinga was 
an important seafaring kingdom and had trade 
links with the Far East and Africa. In the early 
19thcentury, the government of Bengal had sent 
some explorers to the site. They found the 
remains of a finely crafted temple buried in a 
vast mound of sand overrun by a thick mass of 
trees and creepers. Local people and kings 
from the neighbouring lands had freely removed 
stones and ornamental panels to decorate their 
own homes. Fragments of sculpture and parts 
of the tower were lying nearby. This is how 
the Konark Sun Temple was discovered. 


The temple is a brilliant chronicle in 
stone with impressive sculptures. Every aspect 
of life is represented there. The erotic imagery 
depicts the sublimation of human love 
manifested in countless forms. Scenes from 
court, civil life and war are also carved with 
great precision. The court of the temple in the 
original structure was decorated with large 
freestanding sculptures of great strength and 
beauty. Now protected under the World 
Heritage List, the temple’s interior was filled 
up in 1903 by the then British Governor of 
Bengal to save it from further decay. Presently, 
the Archaeological Survey of India(ASI) looks 


after its maintenance 


The Sun Temple Museum set up nearby 
by AST has an excellent collection of sculptures 
from the temple ruins. The Konark beach offers 
a beautiful view of the sunset. Its waters are 
tricky. Even strong swimmers need to be wary. 
The immense backdrop of the Sun Temple looks 
breathtaking when illuminated in the evening. 
During the forthcoming festival, the grand open 
air stage and special lightings will add to the 
mesmerizing of the monument’s aura. 


In Konark, the “Natya Mandir’, the 
dance hall of the Sun Temple probably remains 


Courtesy : Tourism Department 
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KONARK FESTIVAL - 2002 
TOURIST ARRIVALS 


Date Domestic Roreign po 
1.12.2002 1250 32 


1282 
2.12.2002 1020 42 1062 
3.12.2002 1430 34 1464 
4.12.2002 1750 61 1811 
5.12.2002 1550 69 1619 
Total 7000 238 7238 


Two Years Ago 


"..it was an evenin 
to anyone who ha 
i) Orissa was surviy 


§ to remember 
d wondered how th 
Ing recent events," 


as the last remnant of the glorious temples of 
Orissa, a living example of the architectural 
excellence of the bygone times. Only two 
subsidiary temples of the 22 that originally 
existed inside its precincts exist today. They 
Stand to the west of the towers. These and the 
main temple will welcome their annual visitors 


with open arms during the December dance 
festival. 


pre 


S.N. Patra is Information Officer, PIB, Kolkata 


and greatly reassuring 
€ cultural life of 


John Creyke, London 
December 5, 2000 


Le 
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The Thirteenth Konark Festival - 2002 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen 
Patnaik inaugurated the thirteenth Konark 
Festival on the open air pandal on 
December 01, 2002. Hon'ble Union 
Minister, Shri Braja Kishore Tripathy, 
Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Surendranath Naik 
and Shri A.U. Singh Deo, Government 
Chief Whip, Shri Pradeep Kumar 
Maharathy, Secretary, Tourism & Culture, 
Shri R.Balakrishnan, Director, Tourism, 
Shri Gopinath Mohanty and Collector, 
Puri, Shri Digamber Mohanty were 


present. 


The Festival came to an end on 
December 5, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, 
Revenue and Law, Shri Biswabhusan 
Harichandan was the Chief Guest on the 


concluding day. 


PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS 
(6.00 PM. - 8.30 P.M), 


Programme Persented by | 


01.12.2002 
Odissi 
Bharat Natyam 


02.12.2002 
Bharat Natyam 
Odissi 
03.12.2002 
Kuchipudi 
Chhow 


Odissi Research Centre, Bhubaneswar 
Smt. Ananda Shankar and Group, Hyderabad 


Smt. Ananda Shankar and Group, Hyderabad 
Bharati Nritya Mandir, Bhubaneswar 


Group, Chennai 


Vempatti China Satyam and 
Bhubaneswar & 


Chhow Research Academy, 
liana Citaristi and Group 


04.12.2002 se 
Manipuri Jawaharlal Nehru Manipuri Academy, Imphal 
Odissi Guru Natbar Moharana and Group, 

Manav Mandir School, Mumbai 


05.12.2002 
Rajendra Gangani, Kathak Kendra, New Delhi 


Kathak 1 
Manipuri Jawaharlal Nehru Manipuri Academy, Imphal 
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The Buddhist Sculpture Preserved in the 
Orissa State Museum 


Buddhism in Orissa fascinates scholars as well 
as historians. After the Kalinga War in 261 BC, 
the religion gained royal patronage. 
Monasteries, stupas and other 
monuments associated with 
Buddhism were set up. 
Buddhism held its sway in this 
part of the country for a long 
time, but it lost its charm as a 
distinct religion in and around 
the 15th century AD. Buddhists 
laid emphasis on modelling 
their images. The Buddhist 
sculptural art is of a high 
quality. 

A large number of 
Buddhist sculptures are found 
in different parts of Orissa, ie. 
Dhauligiri, Udayagiri, 
Ratnagiri, Lalitagiri, Baneswarnasi, Solanapur, 
Khadipada, Choudwar and Khiching. The 
image of Buddha, Avalokitesvar, Tara, Marichi 
Heruka normaliy overcrowd the Buddhist 
shrines. A large number of them often carry 
inscriptions on their bodies. 


The spread of Buddhism received a 
pause immediately after Asoka's death. It was 
again revitalised in its stronghold under the 
patronage of the Bhaumakara rulers, the period 


Gitarani Praharaj 


during which the Puspagiri vihara centring 

round Ratnagiri, Udayagiri and Lalitagiri 

complex attracted the attention of Buddhist 

ep scholars. During this period 
Tantric Buddhism dominated. 
The primary aim of the artist 
gradually degenerated into 
serving the purpose of the 
innumerable devotees rather 
than that of the art 
connoisseurs. 


Orissa State Museum 

preserves a good number of 

Buddhist sculptures brought 

from different parts of Orissa, 

such as Bhubaneswar, 

Udayagiri, Ratnagiri, 
Baneswarnasi, Khadipada, 

Chaudwar, Mangalpur (Puri) 

and Narasimhapur. The Asokan Lion of 
Bhubaneswar, the Buddha image of Khadipada, 
massive statue Amoghasiddhi of Udaygiri, the 
Tara image of Mangalpur, Lokanath of 
Bhubaneswar, Avolokiteswar of 
Narasimhapur, Manjushiree of Vajragiri 
(Cuttack) are some of the representative 
sculptures of the art treasures of the ancient 
Orissa, They exhibit exquisite workmanship, 
incorporating the flourishing plastic art 


ee 


a 
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tradition of Orissa. The object of the present 
paper is to highlight the importance of the 
Buddhist sculptures preserved in the Orissa 
State Museum. : 


No.1 Lion- AY No.1! 
Find Spot - Bhubaneswar 
C. Ist Century B.C. 
Measurement - 42" x 8" x 2"4' 


The front portion of a colossal lion 
figure is displayed in the Ist hall of the 
Archaelogy Gallery of the Museum building. 
It was dug out of a pit of about 40 feet deep 
near the northern door of the Bhaskareswar 

_ temple. In the pit it was buried with four pieces 
of stones on four sides. Its weather beaten 
Surface was visible above the ground, 
revealing the coarsegrained sandstone. This 
material is commonly found in and around 
Bhubaneswar. On the left side of the figure 
there are two lines of inscriptions in the 
characters of the Sth century A.D. One line is 
Perfectly preserved. which reads "Sri 
Singhabandha." 

The lion figure usually serves the 
Purpose of Capital of an Ashokan Pillar. 
Therefore this fragmentary lion figure was 
probably part of the lion figure capital. It is 
said that the pillar was converted into the 
colossal lingam of the Bhaskareswart temple 


by the Saivites. 


No.2 Ashokan Pillar 

Find spot - Pataliputra 

Measurement - 27" x 2'4" x SZ 

C. 3rd Century B.C. 

Ashokan Pillar was brought from 
ge basis and is now 
Il of the Archaeology 
hed, tall and well 
ted at different 


Pataliputra on exchan 
displayed in the first ha 
Gallery. Highly polis 
Proportioned columns were erec 


places of Ashokan empire for the propagation 
of the messages and values of 'Dhamma'amon g 
the masses. To make Buddhism popular among 
the masses Ashok appointed Dharma- 
mohamatras, erected pillars of chunnar 
sandstone engraved his edicts. The discovery 
of pillars at different places indirectly helps 
us in preparing an outline of the empire. They 
are also admittedly the best representatives of 
the court art of the Mauryas. These pillars are 
of high order for their lusterous polish. 


No.3 Amoghasiddhi AY No.(9) 
Find spot - G.Udayagiri (Phulbani 
district, Orissa) 
Date-C.10th Century A.D. 


The colossal image of Amoghasiddhi 
carved out of a single sandstone is now 
preserved in the Ist hall of the Archaeology 
Gallery of Orissa State Museum. The 
conception of Amoghasiddhi belongs to 
Vajrayana school of thought and Nepalese 
Buddhists consider this deity as the Dhyani 
Buddha. It sits cross legged (Padmasana) on a 
lotus throne supported on either side by a lion 
and below the lotus in between the two lions 
is engraved the wheel of law (Dharma Chakra) 
flanked with two deers. The two hands of the 
image are placed palm upon palm on the top, 
although the appearance is completely defaced. 
The sitting posture indicates deep 
concentration. On the back is seen a huge coiled 
snake which provides a canopy of seven hoods 
over the image. The upper portion of the hoods 


are damaged. 


No.4 Buddha-A.Y. 10 
Find spot - Khadipada 
Measurement - 5'2" x 4'7" x 2'10" 
Date - C. 7th Century A.D. 


This image was brought from the village 
Khadipada in Balasore district. The Buddha 


in Bhumisparsamudra consists of mainly three 
separate blocks (at present broken into different 
parts) but it reveals a great success of plastic 
art with broad shoulders, long and around 
hands, smooth breast and fleshy chin. It has 
profound solidity and weight. Its slim waist 
and thick chest as well as the erect neck impart 
to ita lion like vigour incomparable with other 
representation of Buddha. 


The representation of Buddha in the 
Bhumisparsa mudra is widely found in the 
spheres of Orissan Buddhist Art. This 
particular pose symbolises the attainment of 
enlightenment. 


No.5 BuddhaA.Y. 25 
Find spot - Ratnagiri 
Measurement : 2'6" x 1'9" x O'11" 
Time - C. 9th Century A.D. 


The Archaeological Survey of India 
‘Eastern Circle’ carried out excavation at 
Ratnagiri of the Cuttack district and unearthed 
a number of Buddhist sculptures. This place 
was a great seat of Buddhist in learning and 
art. The image of Buddha bearing AY No.25 
was brought from that site. 


Here the image sits on a lotus pedestal 
in Bhumisparsa mudra. Flying Vidyadharas 
with wreath in their hands are seen on both the 
sides of the image at the top. The hair is combed 
into curled knot at the top. A devotee with 
folded hands is shown in kneeling position on 
the pedestal below. Just in front of the stem 
and buds of the lotus flower, aconch like object 
is placed on a stand made of sandstone. The 
image is smoothly polished and betrays the 
characteristics of the contemporary Buddhist 
art of this locality. 


No.6 Avalokiteswar AY No.55 
Find Spot - Vajregiri (Cuttack) 
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Measurement - 5'10" x 3'2" x 1'7" 
Time - 12th Century A.D. 


This two armed image of 
Avalokiteswar, carved in a single block of 
sandstone, is seated in Lalita pose, on a double 
petalled lotus pedestal. Of the two hands, the 
right is in the Varada pose whereas the left 
holds a full-blown lotus flower. At the right, 
attendant figures sitting on lotus pedestal are 
found on either side of the image. Altogether 
five devotees, with folded hands, and in 
kneeling position are seen offering homage to 
the duty. Just in front of the three devotees to 
the left side is shown a manuscript on a stand. 
Dhyani 'Buddha' and the flying Vidyadharas - 
holding garlands for the deity are other typical 
features of the image. The waistband (girdle) 
is of three stands and is fitted with a heavy 
jewelled rectangular central locket, The bells 
that are fastened to the lower strand of the 
girdle as well as the semi-circular beaded 
tassels produced jingling sounds with the 
movement of the body. Beaded anklets, armlets, 
bangles a three stranded necklace with a central 
Jewel, heavy earings running up to the shoulders 
and the crowning ornaments add special charm 
to deity. The broken parts of the image have 
been repaired by the local people by applying 
cement. 

No.7 Tara - AY No.68 

Find spot - Nimapara (Puri) 

Measurement - 4'3" x 2'2" x 1'2" 

Time -C. 10th Century A.D. 


This image of Tara carved out of 
standstone, was originally lying burried under 
a tree in Nimapara area of Puri district. The 
Museum authorities acquired the image which 
'S now displayed in the sculpture gallery. It is 
the only specimen in which we notice the 
characteristics of a Buddhist goddess. The tw 


armed image is seated on Padmasana on a 
double petalled lotus throne. But unfortunately, 
the hands from the elbow are broken and 
Missing nose, lips and chicks are slightly 
subbed. Below the pedestal, on the right side 
ne shown two female devotees in kneeling 
Position and with folded hands. The objects 
held in each hand of the devotees are indistinct. 
One of the two male figures is in kneeling 
Position and the other one is sitting cross 
legged. To the extreme left side is shown 
another headless damaged figure sitting 
Crosslegged. The objects of worship such as 
amps and miniature stupas are placed. Below 
the pedestal, there are several sculptures which 
include, from left to right, a lotus bud, asword, 
‘Wo seated damsels, a horse and an elephant. 
The deity is flanked by two sitting devotees. 
Dhyani Buddhas numbering five are seated on 
lotus pedestal showing Abhay, Bhumisparsa 
and Dharmachakra pravartan mudra. The 
Dhyani Buddha, shown at t 


he top of the 


ee (AL = ae 
rissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Sarat 


Hon'ble Speaker, O 
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Kirtimukha is flanked by two slightly damaged 
flying Vidyadharas. Two female devotees are 
depicted just below the Vidyadharas on either 
side. The notable ornaments worn by the deity 
are anklets, valaas, girdle, necklace, armlets 
garland (or sacred thread) earings and crowning 
mukuta. The image is superbly carved as 
observed from the details of ornamentation and 
other associated figures. The graceful 
appearance and detailed ornamentation not only 
reveal the artistic merit of the sculpture but 


also enhance the feminine accomplishment of 


the image. 
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Radhanath Ray and the Spread of 
Education in Orissa 


The eminent Oriya poet, Radhanath Ray was 
an educationist of distinction. He lived and 
worked at a time when the country was under 
the British rule and formal education was 
beginning to take shape. British rulers were 
not interested in developing the human 
resources in India. Orissa as a separate 
Province was not yet born and Oriya-speaking 
tracts lay scattered in the neighbouring 
provinces. The Na'anka Famine of 1866 caused 
a lot of suffering. After the beginning of the 
British Rule in 1803, more than three decades 
passed without any significant step taken for 
the spread of education in this part of the 
country. The indigenous method of education 
was prevalent. Wood's Despatch in 1854 had 
its impact on educational activities in this part 
of the country about a decade before Radhanath 
Ray started his professional career in 1864. 


A large part of Orissa was under the 
Calcutta Presidency. Only in 1857, Cockburn, 
the Commissioner, recommended a separate 
Inspectorate of Schools for Orissa. Radhanath 
joined Balasore Zilla School as the third 
teacher with a salary of Rs.30/- a month and 
was promoted to the post of second teacher 
after 5 years. He was transferred to Puri Zilla 
School in 1869, where he came in contact with 
the eminent poet and educationist, Madhusudan 


Jagannath Mohanty 


Rao. He was transferred to Bancoorah Zilla 
School in 1872. He was promoted and posted 
as the Deputy Inspector of Schools, Balasore 
in the same year. He was very popular among 
the colleagues and students for his sincerity, 
preserverance and humility. Higher authorities 
also appreciated his teaching skill, scholarship 
and his knowledge of various subjects. 
Radhanath proved an efficient education 
administrator. He was not only duty-bound, but 
also Sympathetic towards students and 
respectful to the higher authorities. He worked 
there till 1877, 


Radhanath was promoted and joined as 
Inspector of Schools, Orissa Division, in 1877 
and held his office at Cuttack. In spite of all 
sorts of difficulties in transport and lack of 
amenities, he used to supervise every school 
under his control. He made his observations 
and offered suggestions to the teachers and 
management for improvement. He even gave 
demonstration lessons to bring about 
improvement in the teaching practices. He gave 
awards to good teachers and punishment to 
bad teachers. He was a distinguished 
administrator of the Education Department and 
took keen interest in providing quality 
education in schools. He was transferred to 
Burdwan Division in 1900 and with his broken 


ae 
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health, he managed to discharge this heavy 
responsibility till September 27, 1903, when 
he retired at the age of 55 years. 


When Radhanath was the Deputy 
Inspector of Schools, Balasore, the then Joint 
Inspector of Schools, Nandakishore Das 
appreciated his work and commented, 
"Balasore schools owe their success to 
intelligent supervision by the Deputy Inspector, 
Babu Radhanath, who takes more than an 
Official interest in his work."! Radhanath used 
guidelines for school inspection in rural areas 
of Orissa, which were very much relevant and 
helpful to students. He mentioned, inter alia, 
"When visiting a school for the first time the 
books taught in each class, fees levied in each 
class, the teacher by whom the class is taught, 
his acquirements and capabilities of teaching 
the class, the list of holidays observed in the 
school should be minutely entered in a book to 
be kept in which a few pages should be allowed 
to each school."2 He also observed, "When in 
a respectful village, I shall try to visit 
influential men's house and not go merely to 
examine the school. I shall show myself as if I 
am one of the villagers. The people who gave 
themselves an air of a Government officer are 
not generally liked by the people in the 
muffusil."? Radhanath was sincere and he 
expected others to be sincere and dutiful. 


John Beams, the Magistrate of 
Balasore, once pointed out, "The Deputy 
Inspector's intelligence, industry and devotion 
to his work deserve highest praise."* 
Mr-T.Norman, Acting Magistrate, praised his 
excellent attainment, indefatigable zeal and 
industry.) Norman became the District 
Magistrate of Balasore. The wrote to 
Radhanath Ray on November 14, 1877, "You 
have been appointed Joint Inspector of 


Schools. It is a piece of promotion which I 
consider well deserved and I hope you may 
long live to enjoy it."® All the superior officers 
were highly impressed with his performance. 
The people with whom he worked considered 
him as their "friend, philosopher and guide." 
The Director of the Public Instruction, Mr A.W. 
Craft commented that the improvement of 
model education in Orissa is largely due to 
judicious control of the Joint Inspector whose 
seal and discretion in this as in every other 
branch of his duties claim full 
acknowledgement. 


Radhanath Ray had to visit schools in 
the rural areas, facing a lot of hazards, 
particularly due to dense forest areas and 
communication difficulties. He had to travel 
by bullock-cart, on horse, on elephant's back 
or in palanquin. He not only visited schools 
formally, but inspected each class, verified all 
the records and very often wrote inspection 
reports then and there. He often wrote in 
English, and in Sanskrit while visiting Sanskrit 
Tols and in Oriya when he visited middle ° 
schools. His inspection was so detailed and 
specific that he mentioned credits and prizes 
for individual teachers. An illustration of his 
Inspection Report on 13th March 1883 may be 
recalled here : "I devoted 5 days to a detailed 
inspection of the Puri Zilla School. A full report 
of the result in-thisinspection will be furnished 
to the Head Master in due course. Apropos of 
the subject in which the boys were examined | 
may here remark that several classes showed 
themselves weak in recitation and geography 
of India, particularly of Orissa."’ Thus he has 
mentioned in details his remarks on all aspects 
of students’ performance and teachers’ 
competence. Further he was verifying the 
supervision work of his subordinates. A. Smith, 
the Commissioner, commented, "I have to 


Ca 


acknowledge in this place useful advice I have 
received from Babu Radhanath Ray, the Joint 
Inspector of Schools, in matters connected with 
his inspection work and exercised an intelligent 
supervision over the sub-ordinates."® 
Radhanath had to travel in deep forests and 
across hills and streams to reach the schools 


in Garjat areas. In spite of his ill-health, he - 


did not shirk his responsibility and took utmost 
care and interest in his work. 


Radhanath Ray's achievement as a 
writer of textbooks was outstanding. At atime, 
when textbooks were not available and both 
students and teachers faced great difficulty in 
teaching-learning activities, Radhanath began 
to write a number of textbooks which were 
appreciated by all concerned. At that time 
textbooks in Bengali or books translated from 
Bengali and English were used in schools. 
Along with Madhusudan and Fakir Mohan, 
Radhanath was one of the pioneers in the field 
of textbook writing. He started writing 
textbooks in 1876 and continued till 1886. He 
was associated with Madhusudan Rao in 
bringing out an anthology of poems titled 
Kabitabali in two volumes. He was associated 
with others in preparing books on Geometry, 
Mensuration, Surveying, Geography and 
Grammar. The model questions he set in several 
subjects were unique in nature and were 
appreciated by many teachers and 
educationists. 


There were allegations of nepotism and 
favouritism against Radhanath and his writing 
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SCIENCE FAIR 


A Science Fair was held at the Girls' High School, Unit-II, Bhubanes 

in Bhubaneswar Municipal Corporation area participated in the fair, BotueMiqge en sa — raat 
Harichandan, who inaugurated the fair, said that such fairs play a vital role in attracti ietelraridcsmahaetn 
expressed the hope that mankind would benefit from scientific research and ex 
Shri Ijack Behera was the Guest of Honour and the former Director, SIET. 
District Inspector of Schools, Ms: Meena Guru presided over the meeting. 


of textbooks suffered a setback. Although 
people dismissed such scandals as baseless, 
Radhanath was discouraged from writing 
textbooks. However, he set examples of writing 
model textbooks. His achievement in the field 
of literary writing for children is also worth 
mentioning. He took psychological needs and 
conditions of children into consideration while 
writing textbooks. 


Radhanath was a pioneer in the field 
of education. He was an outstanding Inspector 
of Schools, a great writer of textbooks and an 
efficient administrator. He took effective steps 
for the spread of education in Orissa. The 
premier training institution of the State has been 
named after this distinguished educationist. 
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Kalinga Kisan Silver Card Scheme 


1. Objective of the Scheme 


OSCB launched the Kalinga Kisan Gold Card 


ee on 26.4.2001, which elicited 
emendous response from the farming 
community. In the mean time, 40,591 members 
have been identified and 26,306 cards have 
been issued. It is important to note that the 
default rate among the KKGC holders is barely 
2.5%. At the time of launching of the KKGC 
Scheme, it was widely expected that at least 


50,000 KCC holders shal! be eligible to get 
the Gold Card within the first year to avail the 
.d in the scheme. 


attractive facilities envisag' 
As per the latest data available, 12,00,556 KCC 
have been issued to the farmer members of the 
PACS in the State, of which eligible farmers 
under KKGC scheme account for only 3.42%. 
On analysis of the reasons of this wide 
difference, it was observed that a large number 
mitted default in the 


of farmer members com 
second year, although they were default free 
for a period of one year. This was discussed 


in the 2nd meeting yel Committee 
on Kalinga Kisan Gold Card scheme and it was 
decided to Jaunch the Kalinga Kisan Silver 
Card scheme with the objective of grooming 
the farmer members (KCC holders) having 
default free record for one year or more but 
less than two years to become KKGC holders 
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in future by continuing the same default free 
status during the second year. The proposal was 
placed before the Managing Committee of the 
bank in its meeting dated 28.8.2002 and the 
same was approved for immediate 
implementation. The scheme will not only help 
creating a conducive recovery climate but also 
facilitate creation of a disciplined clientele 
base in the short term co-operative credit 
structure of the State to make the PACS member 
driven and financially viable. 

2. Eligibility Criteria 

A farmer member of the PACS 


the following criteria shall be 
et a Kalinga Kisan Silver Card. 


satisfying 
eligible to 8 
(i) Member of the PACS for past 3 years. 
(ii) Should have availed SAO loans fi 

the PACS at least for a period of 2 years ‘ier 


(iii) Should not be a defaulter for the past 
one year or more but less than two years. 


3. Facilities for the "Kalin i i 
ga Kisai 
Card" holders analll 


The KKSC holders shall be entitled to 
back-ended interest incentive @ 1% only afte 
remaining detault free for the.second year am 
becoming eligible under the Kalinga Ki 
Gold Card scheme. This interest incentive Stall 
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be admissible to all eligible KKSC holders 6. Obligations of OSCB, DCCBs & PACS 


on their aggregate loan outstanding to the PACS. under the scheme 
4. State level Committee on KALINGA (i) The interest incentive shall be borne 
KISAN SILVER CARD scheme by OSCB, DCCBs and PACS in the ratio 


The State Level Committee constituted of 60:30:10. 


to monitor the progress of the Kalinga Kisan (ii) The DCCBs shall identify the eligible 
Gold Card scheme shall review the beneficiaries Society-wise and send the 
performance under this scheme also. list from time to time for issue of KKSC 
5. District Level Committee in the enclosed format. 

The District Level Committees (ii) The OSCB shall design the Kalinga 
constituted to review implementation of the Kisan Silver Card and issue the same 
Kalinga Kisan Gold Card scheme shall look centrally, 


to the implementation of the KKSC scheme (iv) The OSCB shall bear the cost of the 


also. cards to be issued under the scheme. 


KALINGA KISAN SILVER CARD SCHEME 
The Orissa State Cooperative Bank introduced Kalinga Kisan Silver Card Scheme 
held on November 20, 2002, the concluding day of the N 
the scheme, Hon'ble Minister, Cooperation, Shri 
Arabinda Dhali said that the farmer members of 
primary agriculture cooperative societies having 
default-free status for a period of one year or more 
but less than two years would be provided interest 
incentive of | percent on their loan. Around | lakh 
farmers would be eligible for the scheme. Hon'ble 
Minister of State, Finance, Shri Panchanan Kanungo 
assured full government support to the endeavour of a 
OSCB and district central cooperative banks to strengthen the a 


; : : grarian econo Rates Op. 
his address, Chief Secretary, Shri P.K. Mohanty laid emphasis on coverin - : saaalr 
the scheme. g more farmers under 


ata function 
ational Cooperative Week. Inaugurating 


Central Cooperative Banks of Balasore, Angul and Berh; 

, a ampur were awarded cash prizes 
of Rs.1 lakh, Rs.60,000 and Rs.40,000 respectively for their peifoaranicerer awarded cash prizes 
go to the staff welfare fund. - the prize money would 


Agriculture Production Commissioner, Shri Sanjib Chandi; ‘ 
Shri Ram Behra, Chief General Manager, Reserve Bank of ete. pays ei Cooperation, 
Director, OSCB, Shri Sanjeev Chopra and Director, National Bank Bbilibsce nai, Managing 
Development (NABARD) also spoke on the occasion, sriculture and Rural 
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Sustainable Agriculture 


It is anticipated that the population of India 
Would exceed 1.5 billion by 2020 A.D. The 
demand of food grain would rise to 325 million 
tonnes, In recent years, food grain production 
has become static at around 195 million tonnes, 
Which a matter of serious concern to the 
Scientific community. It seems that the efforts 
for maximizing the yield face adverse forces. 
These forces need to be identified and 
appropriate measures are to be taken. 


Soil Conservation 


Land degradation seems to be a major 


factor, which is reducing productivity of soil. 
Soil erosion has not been effectively 
controlled. About 162.4 million hectare is 
Subjected to such erosion hazards with 5334 
million tonnes of top fertile soil is being eroded 
every year and is finally lost into the sea. Out 
of the 70. m.ha of forest area, 24.93 m.ha is 
Subjected to severe erosion which remains 
uncared till now. The annual loss of nutrients 
through soil erosion is 5.37 to 8.4 x 10° tonnes 
which possess demand on increasing fertilizer 
dition to maintain soil productivity. 
fa nation is measured 
f water flowing to sea. 
agro forestry systems, 
£ wasteland with forest 
d_ soil 


nutrient ad 


Itis said that the poverty © 
by the muddiness 9 
Hence aforestation, 
commercial utilization © 
based production practices an 
conservation measures have to be intensified 


M. Mishra 
P.K. Panda 
A.K. Dash 


to minimise loss of fertile top soil and to reduce 
land degradation and desert formation. 


Water Conservation 

Out of 114 m.ha of irrigation potential, 
about 90 m.ha is reported to have been 
achieved. It is difficult to achieve the total 
potential due to heavy cost involvement in 
preparation of dams. Even if the total potential 
is achieved, 50% of the area will remain rain- 
fed. Hence, emphasis has to’be laid on water 
conservation in field tanks (10% of land) for 
recycling the water in the moisture stress 
period. This will recharge the ground water 
as well as reduce over-drafting. The excavation 
of natural depressions and construction of new 
tanks and reservoirs will help in conserving 
water and will minimise flood and water 
logging in low lying areas. The excess water 
in canal irrigated areas needs to be conserved 
in tanks and reservoirs by opening suitable 
drainage system. This will also help in 
reducing the problem of salinity and loss of 
productivity in canal irrigated areas. 
Organic Conservation 

Organic matter is the life of soil. 
Continuous cropping without much emphasis 
on addition of organic matter and recycling of 
organic residues had created: nutrient 
imbalance, acidification, salinization and 


« 


hormonal imbalance in soil leading to loss of 
productivity. In India, most of the soils are low 
in nitrogen, 40-50% low to medium in 
phosphorous and potassium, 30-40% in 
sulphur, 48% in zinc, 12% in iron, 4% in 
copper and 3% in manganese. Out of the total 
nutrient absorbed by the plant, about one third 
is present in grain, 2/3rd in straw. The crop 
residues, animal waste, municipal waste and 
sewage waste produced every year is 
equivalent to 4.65 X 10° tonnes of nutrients 
which can be utilized to produce organic 
manures by composting. either in field or 
backyard for recycling the nutrients. This will 
reduce the depletion of soil apart from reducing 
pollution hazards and protecting environment. 
Burning of residues and forest fire in cause 
loss of organic residues. Nutrients need to be 
conserved through composting. 


Nutrient Conservation 


Many of the plant nutrients are leached 
down with the percolating water beyond the 
root zone of annual crops. These nutrients can 
be trapped by growing deep rooted crops like 
sugar cane, cotton, castor, arhar, green manure 
crops and trees. These crops need to be placed 
in rotation. Cultivation of grain legumes and 
leguminous trees also help in trapping the 
atmospheric nitrogen, thereby conserving the 
nutrient in soils, use of slow release fertilizers, 
nitrification inhibitors, super composting, 
enriched composts, bio-fertilizers and soil test 
basis of fertilization will help in nutrient 
conservation. 


Food Conservation 
Grain is the life of farmer and wealth 
of anation. There is need to expedite our efforts 


to conserve food, in transportation and in store. 
It must be’safe from pest, flood, drought and 
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cyclone out of which the first three factors can 
be eliminated or minimized by human efforts. 
In India, about 30% yield is lost through pests 
in field, and 10% in godowns. The crop loss 
due to drought is also substantial. About 20% 
of the total geographical area is affected by 
drought once in 5 years, 33% once in 10 years 
and 50% once in 50 years. Construction of 
adequate threshing floor, storage houses, drying 
yards will help in minimizing the crop losses 
in field due to heavy rain. Water harvesting, 
re-cycling of water, drip irrigation, 
intercropping and other soil and water 
conservation measures will reduce the severity 
of drought. The losses in the field due to insects 
can be minimized by using appropriate pest 
control measures. Localized crop failures due 
to drought or failure of irrigation systems or 
heavy rain need to be checked by adequate 
stock of irrigation and drainage devices to meet 
the emergent needs of farmers. 


Biotic Conservation 


The soil is said to be living due to 
presence of abundant micro flora such as 
bacteria, fungi, actinomycetes, algae and micro 
fauna such as protozoa and earthworms. The 
micro-organisms help in decomposition of 
crop residues, mineralization of organic 
residues, developing physical condition. They 
synthesize hormones, vitamins and antibiotics, 
and do many other functions which enhance the 
productivity of soil. Continuous application of 
chemical fertilizer without addition of crop 
residues and use of toxic pesticides and 
weedicides reduce the micro flora and fauna 
population making the soil sterile. Hence, from 
the point of view of sustainability, emphasis 
must be laid on application of sufficient organic 


material together with use of eco-friendly 
pesticides. 


Symbiotic Relationship 


Sustaing : 
symbiotic me 
the Pccadance ndry practices, where 
thereby be idues will be fed to animals, 
ee Sta animals. Composts from 
of bss in benefit agriculture. In about 70% 
. the relation between 
Eeribdliive and animal husbandry. !s 
that ‘Se Crops are affected by stray cattle 
ectivetion, the yield and increase the cost of 
cultivar; n. Hence, introduction of milchbreed, 
Pie ay of fodder, training of farmers on 
wil = iwi rearing and enforcement of laws 
ey agriculture sustainable. It 1s 
kg eas that a cow excretes 55 kg of N, 7.0 
fee 205 and 28 kg of K20 and other minor 

ents per year, through dung and urine, 
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which form a good source of plant nutrients 
Hence, inhouse rearing of animals needs to be 
made compulsory, which will help converting 
eye ¢ eC} 
the unutilizable waste to valuable manures 


Conclusion 

Sustainable agriculture can enhance 
food production, reduce pollution hazards 
global warming and natural caine 
Increasing awareness through community 
organizations will help achieving the 


objectives. 


ne 
M. Mishra, P.K. Panda and A.K. Dash work at Regional 
Research and Technology Transfer Station 


G.Udayagiri, Kandhamal. 
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The Soil Resources of Orissa 


Soils form our most precious natural resources. 
Prosperity of a country depends on its soil 
potential. Its use is manifold. Crop production, 
animal husbandry, fishery, afforestation and 
allied agricultural activities are influenced by 
the soil quality. Besides being the storehouse 
of plant nutrients, water and air, it provides 
space for ramification of roots and mechanical 
support for the crop. A plant grows best in a 
specific soil as the soils of different places 
differ in their morphological characteristics, 
physical make up, chemical composition and 
biological activities. Hence, soil resources 
inventory data focuses on its suitability for 
specific use and crop planning. 


Sevéral attempts have been made to 
classify the soils of Orissa. Basing on Soil 
Taxonomic Classification (1975), National 
Bureau of Soil Survey and Land Use Planning 
(NBSS & LUP) in colaboration with 
Department of Soil Conservation (Survey), 
Orissa and Orissa University of Agriculture 
and Technology (OUAT) surveyed and 
classified the soils of Orissa. 

Out of 12 soil orders in the world and 
8 in India, we have 4 orders as per Soil 
Taxonomy. These 4 orders are subdivided into 
10 sub-orders, 17 great groups, 41 sub-groups 
and 98 families. The order Inceptisols covers 
maximum area of 48.8 percent followed by 
Alfisols (33.52%), Entisols (10.16%) and 
Vertisols (5.52%). 


D. Sahu 
G.C. Sahu 
R.K. Nayak 


Table-1 


Extent of area and occurence in different 
districts under various soil orders of Orissa : 


Soil Order Area 
Thousand 
hactare 


Dominance in the Districts 
Percentage 
of TGA 


Inceptisols 7598.56 48.80 


Balasore, Bhadrak, Cuttack 
ayurbhan), Sundergarh. 
rh, Kendrapara. Purl. 
agatsinghpur, Khurda. 
Jajpur, Ganjam, Gayapau, 
Koraput, Malkangiri. Angul. 
Boudh, Dhenkanal, Nayagarh 


Koraput, Malkangiri, Khurda. 
Raygada, Kandhamal, Pun. 
Nayagarh, Angul, Cuttack. 
Keonjhar, Dhenkanal. 
Ganjam, Jajpur 


Alfisols 5218.97 33.52 


Entisols 1582.52 10.16 Kendrapara, Jagatsinghput 
Ganjam, Sambalpur. Soneput 
Jharsuguda, Puri 

Kalahandi, Nuapara, Deogarh 
Balangir, Sundargarh. 


Nabarangpur 


Vertisols 859.26 5.52 


Miscellaneous 294.49 2.00 Water bodies settlement. 
Inceptisols are relatively older alluvial 
soils, fertile, and mostly developed from 
alluvial or colluvial deposits and suitable for 
cultivation of all types of crops. Alfisols are 
red lateritic, ferrugenous, acidic upland soils 
embodied with many constraints for crop 
production and need management. Entisols are 
young soils, in developing stage and are seen 
at places subjected to frequent geologic oF 
pedologic changes such as river embankment, 
deltaic and low lying areas, etc. Vertisols are 


: 


black soils with high clay content, maximum 
swell and shrink behaviour, poor water and 
nutrient supply ability to plants. These soils 
are mostly confined to KBK districts of Orissa. 


Soil Utility Classes 


Several soil parameters influence plant 
growth through soil-water-air relationship. On 
these parameters, soil utility classes have been 
generated by using the basic soil survey data. 


Soil Depth 


The volume of soil where roots can 
explore for nutrients, water, air and mechanical 
support to stand soils of Orissa have been 
grouped into thirteen depth classes, out of 
which about 59 per cent of the (> 100 cm) area 
is under deep to very deep soil. These are 
suitable for field crops and plantation crops 
like coconut and cashew, mango, and forest 
trees. Shallow to medium depth classes (50 - 
100 cm) cover 38 per cent area,and are suitable 
for aerable crops, millets, pulses, forage crops, 
banana, papaya, guava, etc. Soils of shallow 
to very shallow (< 50 cm) depth occupying 
about 3 per cent of land are suitable for fodder 
crops, seasonal vegetables and need soil 


conservation practices. 


Soil Texture 

The relative proportion of sand, silt and 
clay -in the soil determine the soil texture. It 
acts as a guide to understand many soil 
characteristics directly or indirectly. It is 
related to plant growth such as soil water 
infiltration, retention and availability, root 
growth and crop sustainability. In general, soils 
have been grouped into three textural classes, 
viz. coarse, medium and fine. Soils under 
medium group cover about 71.97% followed 
by fine 14.36% and coarse 11.77%. Medium 
texture soils favour crop growth providing 
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adequate supply of water and nutrients. Soils 
having coarse texture have low water retention 
capacity and may be used for silvi-pastural, 
silvi-horticultural and recreation purpose. Fine 
soils are fertile, prone to drought and problems 
of drainage. Paddy, cotton, sugarcane, gram, 
etc. can be profitably grown if drainage is 
provided and the soils are properly managed. 


Soil Drainage 

It is the manifestation of soil texture, 
land form and depth of ground water. It controls 
the availability of oxygen and root proliferation. 
The soils of Orissa have been grouped into 
twelve drainage classes of which seven groups 
covering 70 per cent area are moderately to 
well drained having less or no limitation for 
her five groups (30%) are very 
ctly drained, which adversely 
and can be utilized for 
purposes. 


crop growth. Ot 
poor and imperfe' 
affect the crop growth 
aquaculture and such other 


Soil Slope 

The slope gradient influences the 
retention and movement of surface water and 
magnitude of erosion depending on soil texture. 
Most of the land (74%) of Orissa are level to 
gentle sloping. Steeply sloping areas (24%) 
are found in hill tracts, which warrant soil 
conservation measures like watershed 


management, etc. 


Soil Parent Material 

Composition and characteristics of 
mineral soil are dependent on parent material. 
Different plant nutrients present in the parent 
material become available to plants. In the 
major area of the State, parent material is 
dominated by granite-gneiss (82%). Soils at 
the coast of the Bay of Bengal (16%) have been 
developed from alluvium. 


Soil Reaction (pH) 


It influences nutrient availability. It acts 
as a guide to know the availability of 
phosphorus and other nutrients, base saturation, 
etc. About 90 per cent soils of the State are 
moderately to slightly acidic. 


Soil Degradation 


It refers to the process that causes 
displacement/deterioration of soil material by 
water, wind or any other agency. 

There is also deterioration by physical, 
chemical and biological processes. It reduces 
the productivity and makes soil poor which may 
lead to social insecurity. Degradation problem 
in Orissa is mainly induced by human 
intervention and faulty planning. 


Table-2 


Extent and types of soil degradation in Orissa : 


Items Area 
‘Thousand Percentage 
ha. of TGA 

Water erosion 5365.9 344 

Physical deterioration 444.5 29 

Water logging 

Flooding 236.5 LS) 

Chemical deterioration. Salinization TAS OS 

Stable Terrain (Not affected with 

degradation) 

Under natural condition 1195.8 77 

No degradation problem 7967.9 SL. 

Misc. area 290.6 19 


Water erosion 


Table-2 reveals that water erosion is 
the major problem which causes loss of top 
fertile soil in 34.4 percent of area. It not only 
restricts the fertility and productivity of land 
but aso affects the capacity of the reservoirs 
by depositing silt. Bunding, bench terracing, 
contour farming, gully plugging, farm forestry, 
water harvesting through check dams and 
recycling cover cropping, provision of 
drainage, etc. are prescribed for restoration of 
affected areas. 
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Flooding is a type of physical 
deterioration affecting about 1.5 percent of 
total area. It is generally confined to eastern 
and southern parts of the State. It washes out 
crops, Causes siltation on crop field making 
the land barren. Sometimes crops are damaged 
due to standing water in the crop fields. 


Flooding 


Waterlogging 


Both lack of water and excess of water 
are detrimental to agricultural production. 
Water is an indispensable agricultural input. 
Waterlogging is caused by ill drainage, faulty 
irrigation system, land form situation and texture 
of soil. It affects about 2.9 per cent area of the 
State. Provision of sub-surface as well as 
surface drainage, adoption of suitable farming 
practices and ecofriendly varieties are 
answers to this problem. 


Salinization 


_ Salinization is a type of chemical 
deterioration which affects about 0.5 per cent 
area of the State. It is mostly confined to coastal 
belt. Inoculation of Azolla, BGA, growing 
saline resistant crop varieties, application of 
Paper mill sludge in the soil for amelioration 
and development of subsurf: ace drainage system 
are suggested for this area. ‘ 

Farmers 
knowledge of the 
their soils, amelio 
for optimising th 
basis. If this is 
cannot ask, 
soil ?" 


are advised to get the - 
properties and problems of 
ration measures to be taken 
e land use on a sustainable 
done, the future generation 
"There is land but where is the 


rattan 


- Sait, G.C. Sahu and R.K, Nayak work in the 
epartment of Soil Science and Agricultural 


Chemistry, College of Agriculture, OUAT. 
Bhubaneswar 75 1003. ’ 


ane is known for its glorious martial 
eoca : The people of Orissa not only 
ed in art and architecture, trade and 
commerce, but also displayed their valour and 


Courage in resisting foreign domination. 
The people of Kalinga have been 
lities. There 


known for their warrior-like qua 
are references to acts of courage in the 
literatures of the ancient and medieval periods. 
Oriya soldiers bravely fought the mighty 


emperor, Ashoka. Though defeated, they taught 
lerance to the emperor. 
ravela 


Oriyas had shown exemplary va 
extended their empire. The mighty Gangas 
extended their kingdom from Ganga to 
Godavari. 

The continuous onslaught of Afghans, 


Moghuls and Marathas and finally the British 
could not dampen the fighting spirit of the 
Oriyas. The Paika uprise of 1817 marked the 
beginning of a great struggle. The anti-colonial 
movement in Orissa was led by Jai Rajguru, 
Chakhi Khuntia, Chakara Bisoi, Raghu Dibakar, 


Buxi Jagabandhu, Surendra Sai and many 
others at different times in the nineteenth and 


twentieth centuries. ve rise 


The Paika uprise 84 
to Paika akhadas. The Paika dance and the 
Chhau dance (a martial dance) displayed 
martial tradition 0 


f Orissa. The aesthetic and 
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The Martial Tradition of Orissa 


Jyotirmati Samantaray 


heroic postures of both these dances have now 
established the Orissan identity in the world 


of performing art. 

The rich martial tradition of Orissa has 
ched Oriya literature. The 
Mahabharata of Sarala Das, Jagamohan 
Ramayana of Balaram Das, Haribansa and 
Nrusingha Purana bear eloquent testimony to 
the acts of heroism of the Oriya people. Samara 
Taranga, a classic text of Brajanatha Badajena 
is acreative expression of bira rasa or Rei 


also enri 


spirit. 

In this age of women's empowerment 
educated women can train themselves in martial 
art to express their valour and preserve their 
ie Rani Sukadei Martial Regiment led by 

mt. Sovagini Das, Principal,Si 
_ Sov : pal,Silpanchala 
Mahila Vidyalaya, Talcher has been imparting 
training to young girls since 2001. It is now 


necessary to encourage such martial troupes 
of women in order to embolden them so that 
they can counter any attempt to assault them. 
The martial art has received popular support 
and encouragement in the states of Kerala, 
Manipur and Karnataka. Orissa should also 
encourage martial troupes. Physical, mental 
and moral values of Oriyas can be enriched 
by establishing martial troupes in villages. 
Martial art has a great social relevance. 


Training in martial art should find place 
in school and college curricula. The Chinese 
and the Japanese have shown foresight in 
strengthening the social fabric by giving 
training to youngsters. Taiboe, kick boxing, 
sword fighting, karate are now the craze of 
younger boys and girls of South Asian 
societies. 

To encourage this art, an Akademi of 
Martial Art should be set up. This will make 
the foundation of regeneration of the society 
and assertion of the Oriya identity at the 
national level. It is a matter of pity that due to 
erosion of social and cultural values, the minds 
of youth have drifted towards drug trafficing, 
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gambling and eve-teasing. Youngmen and 
women should work for the regeneration of 
cultural values. Swami Vivekananda rightly 
said that if one wanted to understand the Gita. 
one had to strengthen one's body and mind. 
Educated men and women should keep this in 
mind and concentrate on the enrichment of their 
physical and mental health. It is heartening to 
note that the Advanced Centre for Indological 
Studies in collaboration with Department of 
Tourism, Government of Orissa and EZCC, 
Kolkata, organised a national seminar on the 
martial tradition of Orissa at Bhubaneswar on 
27th and 28th September 2002. 


We have to carry forward this martial 
tradition to assert the identity of the Ori iyas. In 
this age of globalization and consumerism. 
there i is the danger of annihilation of the cultural 
identity of a group and even a state. In order to 
protect our identity we must revive the great 
martial tradition of Orissa. 


5 


SSS 
Jyotirmati Samantaray works as Assistant Information 
Officer, State Information Centre, Soochana Bhawan, 
Bhubaneswar, 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik relea 


play, Parajita Kalidasa written by Shri S 


asing the 
aroj Mishra at a 


function at Soochana Bhavan on November 8, 2002. The 
author, the publisher of the book and the noted writer, 


Shri Ajit Kumar Tripathy are present, 
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Orissa on the Path of Progress 


Success Stories of Urban Local Bodies 


Gopalpur NAC The following programmes have been 
he coast of the Bay of taken up for the development and beautification 
y attracts tourists. of the town. 
|pur NAC is spread A sea beach road / protection wall has 
ationof this been constructed out of CMRF grant to enhance 
the beauty of the town. 
A model Police Aid Post has been set 


up with cost effective technology having fine 
brick arts, rat bond and filler slab using tiles. 


Gopalpur is situated on t 
Bengal. Its natural beaut 
Established in 1961, Gop 
over an area of 2.59 sq-kms. Popul 


ANeighborhood Committee Centre has 
been set up out of SJSRY grant for ensuring 


nsus. It 


NAC is 6,660 lakh, as Pet 2001 ce 
comprises | 1 wards at present. 


increased participation of people and for 
promoting women's empowerment. 

The Women’ Neighbourhood 
Community Centre organised a drive to clean 
the area. i 


PipliNAC 


Pipili is situated on the golden triangle 
of Bhubaneswar-Puri-Konark, at a distance of 
20 kms. from Bhubaneswar. It is famous for its 
applique works. Established in the year 1972, 
Pipili NAC functions with 16 wards. Spread 
over an area of 6.4 sqr. kms it has a population 
14,263 lakh, as per 2001 census. 


Following steps have been taken for 
the beaufitication and development of the town. 


A Children's Park has been set up in 
front of Jawahar Vidyapitha, on the side of N.H. 
213 for resuming recreation facilities for 
children. The park has been constructed with 
MLA-LAD Fund and named after Late Biju 
Patnaik. 


A market complex has been constructed 
to provide employment opportunities to the 


slum dwellers / urban poor with the support of 
NSDP fund. 
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A cyclone shelter-cum-high school has 
been constructed out of MP-LAD fund for 


creating infrastructure for healthy education 
and combating disasters, 


Jatni NAC 


Jatni NAC was established in the year 
1972. Its population is 54.550 lakh and it is 
spread over an area of 15,82 sq.km. It functions 
with 21 wards. 


Jatni is a railway junction and the 
gateway to the vast tribal hinterland. It has 
developed as a commercial hub with a number 
of educational and other institutions. It has also 
gotrich hinterland to help establishment of food 
Processing and agro-based industries. 

A magnificent Town Hall "Srastha" 
Was constructed at an estimated cost of 
Rs.86.70 lakh. It has fulfilled a long felt need 
of the people: it can also generate revenue. 


(on A Water Supply Project has been taken 
ae an estimated cost of Rs.150 lakh to meet 
growing demand for Piped Water Supply. 


Khurda NAC 


N With an are 
AC is established in the yea 
Population is 39,034 lakh. It compris 
Wards. 


a of 25.38 sq-kms, Khurda 
r 1960. Its 
es 22 


Utkal Rangamancha Trus 


the six-day Drama 
Oriya artist, Shri Du 
Nandikar's much applauded play, 


opening day. 
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DRAMA F ESTIVAL - 2002 
t and the State Tourism Department organised 
Festival from 24th to 29th November 2002. Veteran. 
rlabh Singh inaugurated the festival. Kolkata-based 
Ei Sahar Ei Samay was staged on the 


This district headquarters town has a 
rich heritage. Since it is located within the 
influence zone of Bhubaneswar, an investment 
in infrastructure development is an imperative 
to check the migration to the capital city as 
well as to develop Khurda as a satellite town 
of Bhubaneswar. 

Additional classrooms of Practising 
U.P. School have been constructed at an 


s.1.88 lakh for promotion 


estimated cost of R: 
of primary education. 

Additional class rooms of Gurujangha 
Primary School have been constructed at an 
estimated cost “of Rs.2.95 lakh for 
accommodating increasing number of students. 


oS or 
Courtesy : Housing & Urban Development Department 
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A Monoblock Throne 
Having Royal Appendages 


Location and Background 


The monument of Varada! Ganesha is located 
in Kaligali, Cuttack. It is said to have been 
worshipped by Raghujee Bhonsle during 
Maratha rule in Orissa. 

Raghujee is said to have 

given land and financial 

grant ? for the purpose. 

Installation of Varada 

Ganesha on this, seat can 

therefore be attributed to 

Raghujee in 18th century AD, 

The shrine has an ekaka 

sevayat (one family) system, 

having the surname of 

Dikshit of Kasyapa gotra. 


A Ganapatya named 
Taponidhi Bharati had 
donated his property 
including those at aboye 
location called Bharati 
mutth to Lord Jagannath.’ It is believed that 
the Gajapati of Khordha used to come and 
sit in mukta-angana-sabha (open air court) 


sometime in 19th and early 20th century. The - 


Gajapatis had their own property at this site 
as well. The sand stone podium is said to 
have survived till early eighties, when it was 
dismantled and private dwellings were raised. 


Deepak Bhattacharya 


Bharati's property vesting in temple trust was 
done during British-period.* The ex-site of the 
podium, details there of and the present 
location of the singhasana may be components. 
Presently, they are separated by 
approximately 35 meters, on a 
north-south line. The perimeter 
of — Bharati's erstwhile 
properties, Gajjapati holdings, 
etc. form extraneous matter. 


The monument and the 
seat face east; the monument is 
of Suryavansi pidha type: 
approx 25 ft high; has 4 
rectangular jagamohana; 4 
pillared bhogamandapawith a 
semi-circular, arched roof in 
western Orissan style. Both of 
them had been added 
sequentially in later periods. 
Lay out is linear; floor level 

elevation enables eye contact with deity from 
the point of entry. This is an independent 


Ganesha monument. The installed deity 


occupies the seat. 
Morphology 
The Garbhagruhais an ornate mono- 


block; life size seat of black granite (fig-1): 
measures 76"(inches) height, 48" width 


a a clearance 42" wide(inner), 32" 
18". i rest to front edge and seat height 
Rog al sthapati 's (traditional builder ) 
Ba bos ee it works out to approx 4 kathi 
IE, athi; 2 kathi-2 paa; 2 kathi and 1 
af ae respectively. Total volume works 
oft ae wt. of granite being approx: 40 kgs / 
tits ss wt. of the seat work out to approx. 
nne (20 mahana). 


1 kathi = cers 
f athi = 16 inches ; 1 paa = 4 inches; cft = 
eet. 


Cubic 


! The seat has the following prominent 
Signs ; i 


L. : ; ; 
Crowning members being on either 


new) a vase with a conical lid at apex : 

ie (ii) pouncing lions on either side OES : 
-2, (iii) face turned birds OES : P-- 

: An arch with crocodile face OES : 
S-land4. 

3 Narasingha concept art at the 

Of the arch : P-2. 


es Two promin 


5. Flat, plain back re 


a ornate semi circular ban 
Jhaleri (scroll art)*, at rim symbolic members 


us sculptured in 3D, in pairs, on alternate 
sides, Lahara art is in bass - Ps-2,3,4. 


6. (i) Gajja-Arudha Singha (Lion atop 
he edge of the hand rests 


center 


ent solar flowers : p-4. 


st, surmounted with 
d full with Lahara 


Hi A Chamara 


right of the thrones @ 
patra make circular type) 


on the left. 

8. The singhasana’s platform is on 4 
Ratha yukta - Bhadrasana. 

OF A person wearing some sort of pagadi 
and a royal gown, standing in side pose, in 


kha (hand fan, tala 
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P-2 
some sort of vyakhana mudra_ (explaining 
pose). F 
Nidarsana Saili O Chitra Bhasa 


The nidarsana saili (indication 
methodology) is in chitra bhasa (dialect of 
art). Converting the same into tools to 
decipher, I arrive at 
conclusions : 

Ve 

1 The apex crowning member is‘a 
symbolic temple cranium composed of apurna 
kumbha having @ lid which signifies (i) anew 
architectural and engineering concept (ii) faith 
(iii) state of affairs, full of resources for self 
sustenance (iv) symbolised by the occupant of 
this seat. The foliated art pattern is reminiscent 
of the Mauryan bell capital saili,> lotus petals 
on the kumbha replacing the rib pattern of the 
bell is significant nidarsana. 


2, Pair of Jhapata Kesharis (pouncing 
lion) JK; sitting on hinds; one arm in jab 


position : Ps-2 & 3; other butted into fore- 


-ground to give the body an erect pose, snarl on 
face; symbolic human face; happy countenance 
and twirled up mustache. In art, JK is different 
from Uda Singha * and from the literary title 
of Unmada Singha.’ The nidarsana is of an 
alert Lion, who protects all those who's 
symbolic art signatures constitute the 


the following © 
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crowning members. JK represents the 
occupant's lineage; it is therefore the 
occupant's theriomorphic signature. 


3. The flanking peacocks with back 
turned face on either side are Parasta 
Mayura (defeated peacock ) PM : P-3. PM 
signifies the defeated Mauryan power that 
solely represents emperor Asoka. PM now 
decorates the empire; the seat's arch represents 
the symbolic domain of the empire; it also 
imparts an impression of a pidha (stepped) 
arch; while the occupant of this seat should 
have had something to do with such domains. 


4. The occupant surely had something 
to do with the pidha saili of architecture and 
engineering. 


5: A pair of Prasphutita Padma (full 
blown lotus) PP on either corners at shoulder 
level indicates the full bloom status of kingship 
on one hand and on the other may indicate the 
Surya-kesari-sambandha(Sun-Lion 
co-relation) : P-4, Bright sunshine climate 
throughout the year marks the habitat of Lion 
and Lotus. Similar PP pairs are noted on the 
stele of icons dated to post-10th century AD, 


6. Pair of makaras (crocodiles) mark the 
arch of the throne, which makes it a makara 
torana. The arch is full with Jhaleri art work 
in low bass relief with lotus and buds : P - 3 
and 4. It is different from Mukteswara forana. 


7. At the center of the arch, below the 
apex member isa Narasingha motif. It has 
prominent Vaishnava tilak on forehead: a 
crown; composite human-lion face (upper 
portion being human-lower gives a fugged 
sense of lion); large near-circular eyes like 
chakadola,.** Kulke and others have 
re-produced a Jagannath icon having close 
ophthalmic configure.” A prominent avian beak 
like nose and a pair of human fore limbs held 
at breast level as in Narasimha Vishnu icons 
in suggestive Narasimha pose. It is not 
Narasimha Vishnu. The placement is clearly 
above the head of any seated occupant. The 
occupant is a faithful of Hindu Vaishnava 
Sect, is the nidarsana. The motif and its 
placement impart rare articulation. It is an 
important nidarasana via chitra bhasa in 
the art history of Orissa : P-2, 

Eell The Narasingha *** motif wears a 
crown that appears like a filigree work. 
Similar item is noted on the Damadar mukha 
of Lingaraj and ina chaiti on Mukteswar 
NE koni paga. 

8. At the terminal point on either side of 
arm's rest, a pair of Gajjarudhasingha (GAS) 
are noted. The nidarsana of parasta gajja 
(defeated elephant) signifies the defeat of 
Buddhism. The jabbing Lion type 1s 
reproduced twice on this seat, rest motifs 
presented in single pairs. Jabbing Lion 
signifies a victorious sovereign and his 
lineage. Bhauma, Ganga or Suryavansi art is 
not associated with GAS motif. 


9. Above the terminus point of GAS an 
erect, robust, lotus bud on either side are noted 
as palm grip. They signify (i) Hindu occupant 
(ii) full control. Arms length position of the 
terminus indicates that indeed the seat was 
‘designed for human occupancy and not for 


4i- 


idolat Saran 
try. It is an important aspect in context 
0 this topic. . 

\ 


Bhi a grooved back rest sans any art 
cinerea polete. ae oe 
amare tharake and dharint clearly 
Me sien - to be a seat meant for 
(palm eh - a VIP. The Tala-patra pankha 
BE ia thi eaf) is the traditional type that 

is day is extensively used in Orissa. 


Ais. The base of the seat is Ratha-yukta, 
ah, pitha in pancha raise saili. 
dy eee the scheme and indicate’ the 

0 be solely associated with an exalted 


Person. 


ee The standing per 
4 tee placed at about feet 
ches of symbolic cour 
pected to explain matter 
updates to the occupant. 


son in vyakhana 
level could be the 
t official, who is 
s and provide 


of the motifs 


The placement 
up impart rare 


individually and as a gro 
articulation and brevity. 


Discussion 
Mangala ghatas are noted only 


alongside iconic presentations located at 
lower level corners on frames or near feeteven 
p. It gets on to higher 


in the earliest cognate grou 
elevations (Lingaraj-10th century AD) in 
tis Purna kumbha 


Somavansa period, where 1 
and not mangala ghata. The conical lid or lid 


type device comes in post Somavansa period. 
The Gangas are not associated with kumbhas. 


The Narasimha concept as associated 
with Jagannath tradition precludes Vaishnava 
doctrine. Narasingha in art? and tradition e 
of Orissa is the post- Soma and pre-Ganga 
period. The historical genesis of Narasimha 
concept of Vaishnava doctrine in Orissa has 
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indicated as 11th century AD and 
predates Chuda Ganaga Dev.* Therefore, the 
nidarsana of a suggestive or a proto 


been 


Narasimha-Vishnu aspect on a throne type 
seat, indicates a pre-Chuda Ganga and post- 
Yayati-I date for the seat. This seat, therefore 
is associated with Narasingha aspect we 
tradition, as is traceable in Orissa. Such 
Narasingha motif is met with in art of 
mediaeval and modern periods in select 
places in Orissa. 
JK and the Narasingha motifs indicate 
a prominent avian beak like nose. Lion does 
not have such type of curvilinear, sharp and 
ointed nose. The occupant in all probability 
had such atype of nose. Orissan Narasingha 
murtis have an avian beak type nose, whereas 
art of Narasingha all over the country shows " 
flat feline nose. It may be profitable to 
remember that the mythic Narasimha had a 
Leo's face, limbs, while the posture is that of a 
homosapien.? On the country, JK and the 
Narasingha motifs indicate a human face and 
human hands in suggestive Narasingha pose. 
Kulke equated this motif with Narasimha- 
Vishnu.!° It motif represents an aA 
sovereign (mortal) and not Narasimha Of ~ 


Prahalad-Hiranyakasipu tradition. It is an art 
of nidarsan type. Colossus, single, monolith 
JK - CSMJK specimens having alike faces are 
noted at the E and S kurma beda singhadwars 
of Jagannath temple; Indradyumna tank; 
Markandeswar, Narasingha temple near 
Gundicha. The paired lions at various 
singhadwars are sect and site based variants 
and later extensions. I term these as Kesari 
(lion) scheme. 


GAS indicates Gautama _in his 
theriomorphic form of a juvenile couchant 
tusker having twin pointed short tusks being 
trampled down by Hindu Lion which has a 
human face and twirled human mustache; no 
Vaishnava tilak; the nose is not avian beak 
type, acircular tilak on fore head. GAS motif 
so far has not been related to any dynasty or 
individual. The Gangas have not been related 
to this art motif. GAS has one arm in jab pose 
or both in flying / leaping pose. Whereas JK 
sits erect on both hinds with right arm in jab 
pose. GAS and JK are different signatures. 
Yayati-[has indicated GAS at Lingaraj; was a 
Saivite; had unseated the Bhaumakaras. GAS 
indicates the Somavansis. Placement of GAS 
motif below the palm grip indicates that the 
somavansis too are of no consequence. Yayati 
II's father had been killed by Somavansi king 
Indraratha. Yayati II returned to Kosala post 
Indraratha and became the sovereign.!! This 
seat seems to have been designed for such 
a person. Multi mode conforming 
correspondence is noted. 


The exquisite parswadevatas at 
Lingaraj temple, which are Soma dynasty's 
apex creations, have khamba torana (pillar 
arches), with an ornate arched stele having 
Sthapati's Kirtimukha and not Narasingha 
mukha. Gallant person collecting pearls from 
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Makara mukha in bass relief is noted on the 
vajra mastaka of Parasurameswar at 
Bhubaneswar whic 4 is different from Makara 
torana in art and tae content. Coomarswami 
has indicated that makara was the symbol of 
water, vehicle of Varuna and the banner of 
Kamadeva.'* A crocodile-like animal is a 
being of the inter-:idal zone. In Orissa, the 
Mahanadi, Bramhani and Prachi river delta 
areas have been natural habitat of Makara. 
Buddha's tooth relic was preserved in the 
Stupa-vihara: culture that flourished in such 
deltaic zone, literally protected by makaras. 
In P-4, the makara pair has its sturdy snout 
twisted and raised in salutation pose. It 
signifies that the occupant had (i) something 
to do with the disbandling of the stupa- 
vihara culture (ii) the subordinate position of . 
the Buddhists (iii) the makara represents the 
defender of Dharmma (iv) makara may also 
indicate maritime destinations; territories: 
trade. Orissa had vibrant maritime activity; 
(iv) love and goodwill. Severally or jointly 
all these are attributable to a designer 
occupant. The Gangas are not reported to have 
had any anti Buddhist activity. Makara torana 
'S not an aspect of Somavasi; Ganga oF 


Suryavansi art either. The Kesaris emerge as 
the contenders. 


_ The four tier Ratha yukta, bhadra 
pitha ina pancha ratha scheme have 
homology with the Ppeabhaga of monuments 
dated to 11th century AD i.e. with post- 
Somavansi and pre-Ganga period art: P-1. 


_ All these conjunctly raise the status 
of this seat to that of a throne. 


Yayati-I has been associated with the 
moon and Yayati-II with Kesari (lion). K-II was 
Powerful, who revived mediaeval Orissa’s 


- fortunes. Yet he does not find an important 


place in the art history. 


. Person in vyakhana mudra 


a Historians have attributed Bramheswar 
Siti, ota s period.'* It has no 
ificéead es JK; no parasta mayura. 
a S it has Makara arudha singha 
ee : crocodile); this is a ex-Buddhist 
anal aiso introduces kirtimukhas with 
on ae which is repeated on Mukteswara 
ane si art of the ladies offer inter-affinity. 
as ote among the Kesaris, Yayati-II 
ay we as the sole person, whose name can 
ached to the throne. 

Art of the composite 
be associated with the historic cum ] 
Kesari’. Yayati Kesari II was 4 
Sovereign in the 1]th century, 
regional governors. 


The full go 


motif seems to 
oric term 
powerful 
who had 


wn wearing, standing 
(P-1) if be taken 
as the governor'® of the imperial Kesari, things 


Seem to resolve. Its co-relation with the 


Narasinghaconcept of the 2nd quarter of 11th 
AD; Parasta Mayura and GAS nidarsana; 


Makara torana; Surya - Kesari sambandha 
and Ratha-yukta asana Ov bhadra pitha of 
pancha ratha style also settles as a square pes 


in a square hole. 

Interestingly, there are number of 
similar seats in various muktangana-vedis 
(open air podiums) associated with religious 
rituals €.g Kapileswar, Papanasini at 
Bhubaneswar and Bharati mutth at Cuttack. 
The Bharati mutth seat at Cuttack also has 
the flanking JK, but not the above composite 
format. 

Chudaganga is said to have special 
liking for the Badu Mahapatras. Badu 
Mahapatras even to this day worship him as 
much they worship Jagannath. At Puri, 
Mahapatra* showed me at Badu Mahapatra 
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jagamohi 


jaga (gymnasium) an enshrined sculpture of 
Chodaganga Dev in Jalitasana on a similar 


looking throne. 


The symbolic art scheme of the throne 
makes it a composite motif : P-1. This 
composite constitutes many adwarapala anga 
jharakhas of monuments dated to 11th AD. It 
forms the north base angasikhara series of 
Jagannath's jagamohana. The first great 
temple there has been attributed to Yayati 
Kesari-II.? Although available in good 
numbers this motif has not been associated 
either with Somavansi; Ganga or Suryavansi 
art nor its association with any royal dynasty 
been attempted. Purna kumbha is a prominent 


component of the angasikhara series. 


The foliated art pattern of the 
ana is reminiscent of the Mauryan 
bell capital saili> suggestive lotus petals on 
the kumbha replacing the rib pattern of the 
Mauryan bell with JKs adoring pidhas in the 
4 cardinal directions. This particular type of 
cranium is noted on Jagamohanas post- 
Lingaraj temple period. 

This throne, Yayati-II and the 
e seem [to be inter-related. The 
f Warada Ganesha fits into 
f the back rest as if the icon 


composit 
installed icon © 
the architrave 0 
was made to order. 


Conjecture 

Composites consisting of lion body and 
monarch's face in durable plastic meant for 
permanent, open, public display, have been 
in vogue since the days of Nile valley 
civilisation .!©'” Suggestive wings in Hinayana 
art!’ represent the sovereign since Asoka's 
time in India.'® CSMIK is the Orissan variant 
Select entrance level placement may hive 
been the cause of the term singha-dwar (Lion's 


gate). When he is on throne, the seat becomes 
singhasana; the door of his entry is 
singhadwar, his title is Kesari (lion). No 
monument dated between 10th -16th century 
AD have such singhadwar concept as it is in 
Orissa. 

Kesari_ possibly preferred entering 
such sites via the main entrance. To avoid the 
ever present Kesari in his theriopoan- 
thromorphic form at the main entrance at 
Jagannath temple, the later sovereigns (who 
had differing dynastic lineage), may have 
devised the concept of entry via other gates ! 


Yayati(on chariot and windy); 2°Kesari 
(Lion); Nara-Singha (man-lion): Singhasana 
( lion's-seat ); Singhadwar (lion's-door ) offer 
correlation with the individual motifs as noted 
on this throne and the composite. These relate 
the throne to the person of Jajati - Kesari. 


It also needs to be seen whether 
monarchs down ‘the line used this throne or 
not. if yes, this then is the royal throne of 
Orissa. 

Collateral Finds 

I. GAS and _ its art variants 
signature of Yayati - I. 

2 JK and its variants including CSMJK 
are art signature of Yayati II. 


3. Yayati Kesari - I] was 
Vaishnava sovereign of Orissa. 


the first 


4. That prior to Chuda Ganga it was 
Kesari monarch who possible switched his 
faith from Saiva to Vaishnava sect. 


5: Architecture and Engineering concept 
of the pidha jagamohana (which have no 
parallel) may be called as Kesari concept as 
it sports the JK series on all the sections of 
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are art 


the pidhas in four cardinal direction. The apex 
of the jagcimohana is a variant module of the 
Purna kumbha (PK). PK and JK ona stepped 
roof form the crowning members of the 
Jagamohana, 


6. Lingaraj's spire sports uda-singha 
(flying leo) and GAS . It is the work of 
Yayati-I. 


he Lingaraj's jagamohana is Yayati - II's 
contribution as it sports only PK; JK and Pidha. 


8. Narasingha nidarsan is material 


evidence of Jagannath's metamorphosis. 


oF Ancient Cuttack was Kesari's choice 
as Capital, which Chudaganga continued with. 
Cuttack was not the capital of the Somavansis 
or the Bhauma-Kars . 


10. Mth century AD, which was otherwise 
considered ray zone in Orissan art history, 
Is in fact not so. 


Il. Yayati - alias Kesari had only 15yrs 
of reign. In such a short period, he alike 
Kharagola laid the foundation on which 
Swiveled the history of Orissa. 


2 ‘ i ull of 
12. He gave to Orissa a throne full of 
Indigenous concepts, 


13. Kesari kula Stands apart and is 
independent of Soma Kula, in not accepting 
any of Somavansi Symbols or even religion. 
Kesari Kuia seems to have evolved as 4 
vibrant dynasty, The throne vindicates the 


Position that Yayati II was antipathic to 
Somavansis."! 


l4. The Rukuna chariot of Lingaraj seem 
to be another contribution of the Kesaris. It 
represents whole of the composite motif. 


15. The Papanasini seat may be the fore 


runner of this throne. It has uda-singha pait: 
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ae be conjectured to be that of Yayati - I 

aie throne is in the precinct of an erstwhile 
Prasada adjacent to the Lingaraj temple 
Complex. 


a CSMJ K are noted more in Puri, which 

Bch (i) Yayati-I or his governor was 
i liked by the inhabitants there; 

(ii) the governor was possibly a local person 

4 was stationed there; (iii) CSMJK may be 
€ work of such governor. 


17. If we apply the composit 
cvaluate Mukteswar torana, 
affinity with Brahmeswara group. 

dology, the Rukuna 
h Kesari art. 


eas atool to 
it indicates 
15 


iB By same metho 
ratha indicates affinity wit 
19. Again, Mukteswar torana and the 
kir timukhas on Brahmeswara jagamohana 
indicate inter-affinity, a possible Udyot Kesari 
Contribution. 

20. The series of anga-sikharas that 


constitute the Jagamohana's north base at 
Jagannath temple form archaeological remains 
8 built by the Kesari 


of the untraced monumen 

King for the deity Narasingha, which pre- 
dates the present spire. Identical anga- 
sikharas are noted at Natua Ganesha temple at 
Puri; Rajarani; Rukuna 
Mahavinayak at Jajpur; on monu 


century AD, etc. These are all Kesari 
contributions. 
Conclusion 
The composite motif of a mono-block 
is a royal throne 


seat indicates that it 
ari dynasty. It is the 


f the imperial Yayati - I. 


associated with the Kes 
royal insignia O 


This singha 
of the mediaeval Orissan monarc 


sana prima facie is that 
h, Yayati-II 


(1025 - 1040). The above dates then make this 
throne approx. 950 yrs.old. It is not a seat meant 
foricons. The Marathas under Bhonsle may 
have installed Varada Ganesha on it. 
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NUAKHAI BHETGHAT - 2002 


Hon'ble Ministers, Shri A.U. Singh Deo, Shri 


: Bimb, 
Shri Balabhadra Majhi at a function held at Bhuban ae eeuati ei 


€swar on December 15, 2002. 


SAHITYA AKADEMI AWARD 


Distinguished Oriya writer, Shri Sarat Kumar Mohanty h 
prestigious Sahitya Akademi Award for the year 2002. Shri. an aid for . 
for his work, Gandhi Manisha. Shri Nrusingha Prasad Tripathy has won a Waunetn, 


Award for the Oriya translation of the Hindi work Charu C) ! 
Prasad Dwivedy. “ Chandralekha by Hazari 
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Kanta Kabi Laxmikanta 
A Tribute 


ae Kabi Laxmikanta Mahapatra occupies a 
and place in the socio-cultural life of 
iF ssa. The author of the famous patriotic song 
aca Utkal Janani" ( Hail Mother Orissa), 
ahapatra has also written a number of poems, 
Plays, satires, parodies, stories, and a novel 
titled Kana Mamu (One Eye Uncle). He was 
also a singer of repute and a gifted actor. 
born to Radhamani 


Dasi and Choudhuri Bhagabata Prasad 
Samantaray Mahapatra on December 9, 1888 
in Dhuanpatria Lane, Cuttack. His ancestral 
house was at Talapada near Bhadrak. His 
father had worked briefly as 4 teacher at Peary 
Mohan Academy, Cuttack before he took up 
legal profession at Balasore. Subsequently, he 


shifted to Bhadrak when @ Munsif Court was 
established there. He was involved in many 
ways in the public life; he worked for the 
establishment of Munsif Court and Bar 
Association at Bhadrak and for setting UP Co- 

1so worked for the spread 


operative Bank. Hea 
s a member of Bihar- 


of handicrafts. He w@ 
Orissa Legislative Council on four occasions, 
twice did he serve aS its Deputy Speaker. He 


was the first Vice-Chairman of the District 
Board of Balasore and the first President of 
Bhadrak Union Board. He was nominated as a 
Member to the Calcutta Medical College 


Managing Committee. 


Mahapatra was 


_ Bhagabat Prasad played a significant 
role in reforming contemporary society. He 
worked for the eradication of the dowry system 
and for reducing wedding expenses. It is 
believed that his forefathers belonged to 
Chauhan clan of the western part of the country, 
but the family had already adapted itself to he 
climate of Orissa by the time. It was Bhagabat 
Prasad who started writing "Mahapatra' as his 
surname instead of ‘Choudhuri Samantray 


Mahapatra.’ 

Laxmikanta's mother, Radharani 
belonged to the village Kantapari on the banks 
of river Baitarani. Jt was his maternal uncle 
Radha Shyam Das, who advised Coen 
to set up a press at Bhadrak. A hand press was 
set up, and Laxmikanta remained in charge of 
it; but all this happened after his uncle's death 
It was the same press which had been set up at 
Balasore by the efforts of Fakir Mohan 
Senapati, Samanta Raj Narayan Das, Govind 
Chandra Patnaik and Shyamananda Dey. The 
printing press was rechri i 
Press at ee ae Tee 


Laxmikanta, received ed i 
Balasore, Bhadrak and Cuttack. Pl sessed bd 
Entrance Examination from Balasore Zilla 
School in 1907. He received higher education 
at Ravenshaw College, Cuttack and Ripon 


College, Calcutta. He had read Kashiram 
Mahabharat, Krutibas Ramayan, the novels 
of Bankim Chandra and the poems of Hema 
Chandra and Naveen Chandra in Bengali; he 
had also read the works of Radhanath Ray, 
Fakir Mohan Senapati and Nanda Kishore Bal 
in Oriya. 


Although Laxmikanta was born to a 
well-to-do family, his life was full of suffering. 
He was contracted by leprosy, which was then 
considered incurable, in the same year he 
passed his B.A. examination. He lost his 
parents, his brothers Sitakanta and 
Kamalakanta, and his sister, Kokila. His 
marriage with Labangalata, the daughter of his 
father's friend Lalmohan Das of Balasore, 
passed through a crisis. The marriage was 
solemnised with the intervention of Fakir 
Mohan. He was also entangled in a number of 
law suits. His two sons, Nityananda and 
Gourchandra, were sent to prison for 
participating in the freedom movement. In an 
interview to Faturananda, the master of comic 
art in Oriya, he had said that the experiences 
in those fateful days had left a lasting impact 
on his life. 


ANTHEM STATUS FOR 
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"BANDE UTKALA JANANI' 
Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Le 


Laxmikanta was a vivacious man and 
an indefatigable writer. He had produced his 
best works during the days of acute suffering. 
He had great interest in music and acting. He 
had continued his interest in music and 
dramatic performances even in those days. In 
his works, he tried to bring smile to the faces 
of others while he was himself suffering. He 
was also a deeply religious man. He was 
initiated to Vaishnavism by the renowned saint, 
Ramdas Babaji. At Talapada, he organisaed 
Gopinath Sangeet Samaj and most of the plays 
were performed by this organisation. 


Laxmikanta patriotic songs, "Bande 
Utkal Janani" and "Koti Koti Kanthe Aji, 
Uthure Gambhire Baji, Utkalara Jaya Giti 
Unmadana bhara" have immortalised him. He 
was also attracted by the constructive ideals 
of Gandhi : the song "Bhai he ebe Arata kata/ 
Au kichi bharasa nahi / Arata eka mukati bata" 
reflects his mind. His prose piece, 
“Ashahajogira Atmakatha" reveals his attitude 
tothe non-cooperation movement in 1 921. The 
works of Kantakabi will continue to inspire 
the Succeeding generations, 
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Birthday Tributes 


JAYEE RAJ GURU 
m fighter, Jayee Rajguru was celebrated at Soochana 


ian Bhubaneswar on Anla Navami, November 13, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, School and Mass 
ada cation, Shri Surendranath Naik presided over the the state-level function which was also 
ee ressed by the noted freedom fighter and the former Minister, Shri Gangadhar Mohapatra and 
D; mer Deputy Speaker, Orissa Legislative Assembly, Shri Harihar Bahinipati. Earlier, Deputy 
Irector, Inf. & P.R. Department, Shri Tarakanta Mohanty welcomed the guests. At the end of the 
Meeting, Joint Director, Shri Loknath Tanty proposed a vote of thanks. i 
BIRSA MUNDA 
ary of the renowned freedom fighter, Birsa Munda was celebrated at 
mber 15, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, Revenue and Law, Shri Biswabhusan 
Guest of the state-level function, which was presided over by Hon'ble 
A., Shri Golak Naik. Professor Atul Chandra Pradhan was the Chief 
wing tributes to the contribution of Birsa Munda to the struggle for 


The birth anniversary of the legendary freedo 


The birth annivers 
Soochana Bhavan on Nove 
Harichandan was the Chief 
Minister of State, PG. & P. 
Speaker. The guests paid glo 


freedom. 
INDIRA GANDHI 


ndira Gandhi was observed as National 
rce and Transport, Shri Arabinda Dhali 
chana Bhavan on November 
fice made by Smt. Gandhi. 


ster, Smt. I 
on, Comme 
he function held at Soo 
o the service and sacri 


of former Prime Mini 


The birth anniversary 
e Minister, Cooperati 


Integration Day. Hon'bl 
administered an oath to the people present att 


19,2002. The speakers paid glowing tribute t 
DR HAREKRUSHNA MAHTAB 


The 104th birth anniversary of Utkal Keshari Dr W, 
Harekrushna Mahtab was celebrated at Soochana Bhavan 
on November 21, 2002. Hon'ble Speaker, Orissa 
Legislative Assembly, Shri Sart Kumar Kar presided 
over the function. Hon'ble Minister, Revenue and Law, 
Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan, who was the Chief 
Speaker, described Dr Mahtab as a veteran politician, 
noted historian and distinguished writer. In his speech, 
Shri Kar said that Dr Mahtab was the pride of the nation. 


EE 
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Earlier, Deputy Director, I & P.R. Department, Shri Tarakanta Mohanty welcomed the guests. At 
the end of the meeting Joint Director, Shri Loknath Tanty proposed a vote of thanks. A bhajana 
samaroha followed the meeting. 


LAXMAN NAIK 


The 103rd birth anniversary of the martyr, Laxman Naik was celebrated at Soochana Bhavan on 
November 22, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, Co-operation, Commerce and Transport, Shri Arabinda 
Dhali presided over the meeting, in which AT : 
Hon'ble Minister, SC & SC Development, 
Minorities & Backward Classes Welfare, 
and Works, Shri Kalandi Behera was the 
Chief Guest. Hon'ble Minister of State, 
Water Resources, Shri Rabi Narayan 
Nanda and former member of the 
Parliament, Shri Bhagaban Majhi were 
Guests of Honour. The guests paid glowing tribute to the freedom fighter, who made the supreme 
sacrifice for the sake of the nation. The meeting was organised jointly by Information & Public 
Relations Department and Sabari Sanskrutika Sansad. 

NABAKRUSHNA CHOUDHURI 


The birth anniversary of the veteran freedom fighter and distinguished politician, Nabakrushna 


Choudhuri was celebrated at Soochana Bhavan on November 23, 2002. Hon'ble Minister, Health 


& Family Welfare and Women & Child Development, S 
Chief Guest of the function, which was presided over b 
& P.R. Department. Eminent educationist, Dr B 


hri Prafulla Chandra Ghadai was the 
y Shri Sarbeswar Mohanty, Director, Inf. 
aidyanath Mishra was the Chief Speaker. 
MAHARAJA SHRIRAM CHANDRA BHANJA DEO 


The birth anniversary of Maharaja Shriram Chandra 
Bhanja Deo was celebrated on December 17, 2002. 
Hon'ble Minister of State, Fisheries and Animal 
Resources Development, Smt. Droupadi Murmu 
presided over the State-level function held at 
Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar. Hon'ble Minister 
Revenue and Law, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan 
Sraced the occasion as Chief Guest. Hon'ble Minister 
of State, PG & P.A., Shri Golak Naik, Shri Kishore 
Chandra Dash, MLA and Shri Chaitanya Prasad 
Majhi, former Minister were Guests of Honour. The 
. Department and Mayurbhanj Sanskrutika Sansad. 


i an 
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Orissa News 


BOITA BANDANA AT PARADIP 


ged off the Boita 
and handed the k 


ee Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik flag Bandana ceremony at Paradip by sailing 
eaineay ship. He performed the kalasa puja alasas to seven young men dressed in 
the es sadhab attire. He also inaugurated 
Tr ort Day celebrations of Paradip Port 
iol announced the formation of 
"4 tadip Development Authority for setting 

P a civil township there. He assured the 
People that Special Economic Zone status 
Would be accorded to Paradip. Shri Patnaik 
inspected the marine crafts of the port. 
Hon'ble Minister, Panchayati Raj, 
Information & Public Relations and Culture, 
Dr Damodar Rout, Shri Prataf Jena, MLA 
and Shri Bishnu Das, MLA were present 


On the occasion. = 
BALI YATRA AT CUTTACK 


hri Naveen Patnaik inaugurated the histori 
Addressing the gathering, Shri Pat 
time trade. He said that the sons of Orissan soil travelled to far east by 
Itural relationship with overseas countries. He sought the co-operation 
overnment more effective. Shri Patnaik 


c Bali Yatra on the banks of river 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, S 
naik recalled the glorious past of 


Mahanadi on November 19, 2002. 
Orissa which was famous for its mari 


sea and established commercial and cul 
of people in order to make the welfare programmes initiated by G' 
felicitated Shri S.K. Rehman, a physically disabled young man, who had travelled to New Delhi ona 


tricycle this year with a mission to create awareness about the rights of the disabled and to generate 
confidence in them. In a rare gesture, he dedicated this year's Bali Yatra to the memory of the renowned 
singer, Akshay Mohanty, who passed away on November 17, 2002. Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Biswabhusan 
Harichandan and Shri Samir Dey, Ms Nibedita Pradhan, MLA and Shri Pratap Jena, MLA were present 


The five day long festival combined cultural events with trade. More than 800 stalls of government, 


semi-government and private organisations were set up. For the first time, the Yatra had been insured : 
Rs.1 cr. had been pledged for human liabilities and Rs.3 cr. for property ata premium of Rs.44 cae E 
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PURI BEACH FESTIVAL 


The 9th Puri Beach Festival, the five-day cultural extravaganza of dance 
and music, began on November 23, 2002. His Excellency the Governor, 
Shri M.M. Rajendran declared the festival open at 7 P.M. Hon'ble Union 
Minister of State, Tourism & Culture, Shri Vinod Khanna inaugurated 
the exhibition. Hon'ble Union Minister, Shri Braja Kishore Tripathy, 
Hon'ble Minister, Tourism, Shri A.U. Singhdeo, Shri Maheswar Mohanty, 
MLA, Secretary, Tourism & Culture, Shri R. Balakrishnan, and Chairman 
of Hotels and Restaurants Association of Orissa, Shri J.K. Mohanty were 
present. The festival was dedicated to the memory of music legend, 
Akshay Mohanty. Performances by noted dancers and singers were 
presented. An exhibition showcasing the arts, crafts and cuisine was also 
organised. 


ORISSA TOURISM FAIR, 2002 


M/s. Ashlee Publications in collaboration with Orissa Tourism organised Orissa Tourism Fair (OTF) 2002 
at Hotel New Marrion from 28th to 30th November 2002. Tourism products of different states such as 
Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu, and Uttaranchal and a few overseas countries were displayed. They included 
the ones from Malaysia Tourism, Mauritius Tourism and Sri Lanka Tourism besides the Union Tourism 
Ministry. Leading tour operators and hoteliers of Orissa and the neighbouring States participated in the fair. 
Orissa Tourism and Orissa Tourism Development Corporation (OTDC) opened a stall, which projected 


Orissa as a tourist destination. , 


RAJ BHAVAN WEBSITE 


His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran inaugurated Raj Bhavan website -- http:/ori.nic.in/ 
rajbhavan-- at a function held at the Abhishek Hall on November 15, 2002. This website, which begins * 
with a quote from Mahatma Gandhi, contains the history 
of Raj Bhavan, its location and information on Governor, 
Lady Governor, Ex-Governors, ex-Secretaries, Garden, 
Library, Dispensary, Deer Park, Welfare Measures, At 
Home Party, New Projects, Raj Bhavan, Puri and Photo 
Gallery. Her Excellency the Lady Governor Smt. Susheela 
Rajendran, Hon'ble Minister, Information Technology, Shri 
A.U. Singh Deo, Secretary to Governor, Shri T. Rama 
Chandra, Secretary, Information Technology, Shri S. 
Srinivasan, Shri R.C. Patra, Director, NIC (TD), Sri S.K. 
Panda, S.LO., N.LC., Shri CLR. Kanungo, Technical 
ee Sujata Das, Scientist NIC, the officers 
aff of Ra i 
This website has been designed and developed by NIC, Siew ilies csbaidlciaiigeiadichs 
ASSEMBLY SESSION 


The winter session of the Orissa Legislative Assembly, which starts on December 02, 2002, will continue 
till December 30, 2002. There will be 20 sittings during this session. The first suplementary budget will be 
introduced on December 9. 16 days are earmarked for Government business and 4 days are set apart for 
private bills and proposals. 


a 
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S Taxation (Amendment) Bill, 2002 
d in the Assembly. The first one 
} 1 scooters and private cars. As pe 

hicle price will be paid as tax on advalorem basis. The second is 
to revise the ward-wise electoral rolls for municpal 


Ps Me December 23, 2002 two bills-- the Orissa Motor Vehicle 
ec ‘io Municipal (Second Amendment) Bill, 2002-- were passe 
thease | ange the existing method of taxation on mopeds, motor cycles 
aie M egislation, five percent of the ve : 
co the State Election Commission 
RAJDHANI BOOK FAIR 
2002) has given an opportunity t 
Inaugurating the Fair at Unit III, 


Mii a 


Raj : ; 

St ae ie Fair (December 1-1 if 0 the book lovers of the city and the 

MM. ollect books of their choice. His Excellency the Governor, Shri 

ws an called for opening libraries at panchayat as 

anal rict levels. This is necessary for raising literacy 

Micka. tural people, especially women. Hon'ble Chief 

ce, er, Shri Naveen Patnaik graced the closing 

vital ony of the Book Fair. He said that books play a 
role in storing and transmitting human knowledge. 


B : ; A ; 

a Fair provide opprotunities to authors, publishers, 
0k sellers and readers to meet and exchange ideas. 

distributors from several 


This year publishers and 
abad, Gorakhpur, 


places including Delhi, Chennai, Ahmed 


LAUNCHED BY NSFDC 


d Scheduled Tribe Finance Development Corporation (NSFDC) has revised 
(02. The objective of the scheme is to finance 


MICRO CREDIT FINANCE SCHEME 
a Scheduled Caste an 

cro Credit Finance Schem 
heed based short term loan requirement 


e with effect from October 1, 20! 
s of the poorest of the poor belongin, 
me should not exceed Rs.40,000/ 


g to Scheduled Castes. 


A beneficiary has to be from Scheduled Castes, annual family inco 
of urban areas. Unit cost of financial 


~ In case of those living in rura 
assistance shall be up to 
Beneficiaries shall have to 
Period of 3 years from the 


] areas and Rs.50,000/- in case 
Rs.25,000/-. Subsidy of Rs.10,000/- shall be applicable as per high cost loan. 
pay 5% interest per annum. The loan alongwith interest has to be repaid over a 
date of sanction. 


WORLD AIDS DAY - 
World Aids Da 


y was observed in Bhubaneswar on 
December 1, 2002. An awareness campaign against 
this deadly disease was launched by Hon'ble Chief 
Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik. A 6-km long banner 
from Rajmahal Square to Vani Vihar Square was the 
highlight of the day. It showed our resolve against the 
menace of AIDs. Hon'ble Minister, Health and Famil 

Welfare, Shri Prafulla Chandra Ghadai, Shri Feaeeatid 
Nayak, MLA, Ms Meena Gupta, Secretary, Health 
and Ms. Ranjana Chopra, Director, State AIDs Cell 
who were present on the occasion, put their signatures, 
Volunteers and students participated in a rally. ; 
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COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRES 


In order to render the services of specialist surgeons to rural people, Government has decided to convert 
157 Primary Health Centres to Community Health Centres. This would be done in a phased manner. 
Government has also decided to raise the salary of doctors working on contract basis from Rs.8,000/- to 
Rs.10,000/-. 


BRIDGE AT RATILO 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik laid the foundation stone of a bridge over river Mahanadi at 
Ratilo in Kishan Nagar area. The 644-metre bridge, expected to be built in two years at an estimated cost 
Rs.13.34 cr. sanctioned by the National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development, will solve the 
problem of communication to the delta. Hon'ble Minister, Panchayati Raj, Information & Public Relations 
and Culture, Dr Damodar Rout and Shri Pratap Jena, MLA were present on the occasion. 


NATIONAL SEMINAR ON PRESS FREEDOM 
AND MEMBERS' PRIVILEGE 


Institute of Media Studies, Bhubaneswar in association 

with Orissa Legislative Assembly organised a two-day 

national seminar on Press Freedom and Members' 

Privilege on 30th November and Ist December 2002. 

Hon'ble Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri Manohar Joshi 

inaugurated the seminar at a function held at Soochana 

Bhawan. In his address, he advised the press not to indul ge 

in sensationalism and libels and publish stories based on 

facts. Restrictions on functioning of media could stop the 

free flow of:information and could be misused to stifle the Voice of press. On the other hand, self regulation 
can ensure restraint without curbing freedom. He laid emphasis on a balanced relationship between Parliament 
and the media as both the institutions would help strengthening democracy. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri 
Naveen Patnaik, who was the Chief Guest of the function, said that the press and the legislature must work 
in tandem to strengthen the democratic fabric of the country. Hon'ble Speaker of Orissa Legislative Assembly, 
Shri Sarat Kumar Kar presided over the meeting. Earlier, Chairman of the Reception Committe, Hon'ble 
Minister of State, Parliamentary Affairs and Finance, Shri Panchanan Kanungo, welcomed the guests. 
President, IMS and Organising Committee, Shri Amar Prasad Satapathy, MLA made introductory remarks. 
Director, IMS and Convenor of the national seminar, Shri Upendra Padhi proposed a vote of thanks. 


Technical Sessions and the Valedictory Session were held at the Conference Hall of Hotel Crown 
on 1st December 2002. Those who participated in the deliberations included Hon'ble Deputy Speaker, Shri 
Ram Chandra Panda, former Speaker of Lok Sabha, Shri Rabi Ray, Speaker, West Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, Shri Hasim Abdul Halim, Speaker Chhatisgarh Legislative Assembly, Shri R.P. Shukla, Secretary 


General, Lok Sabha, Shri G.C. Malhotra, MLAs, academicians, journalists and lawyers. 


Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Kar presided over the valedictory session which was also addressed by the 
Speaker of West Bengal Assembly and the Speaker of Chhatisgarh Assembly. Hon'ble Ministers, Dr 
Damodar Rout, Shri Samir Dey and Shri Panchanan Kanungo also spoke on the occasion. 
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SEMINAR ON ORIYA AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


ae Book Trust, India, New Delhi and Utkal Sahitya Samaj, Cuttack organised a seminar on Oriya 

Gait graphy at Shriram Chandra Bhavan, Cuttack on November 18, 2002. Dr Sitakant Mahapatra, 

aeedeae, NBT India inaugurated the seminar. Dr Ratnakar Chaini, President, Utkal Sahitya Samaj, 

mend | over the inaugural session and Professor J atindra Mohan Mohanty delivered the keynote address. 

“ae ation of two autobiographies -- A Dialogue with Memory and Barabula Devaduta were released. 

th ers, critics and scholars presented papers and participated in the discussions held in the morning and 
moon sessions. The seminar was a part of the centenary celebrations of Utkal Sahitya Samaj. 


SUKHOI PROJECT AT SUNABEDA 


George Fernandes laid the foundation stone for the Sukhoi project at 


5, 2002. The new factory, upon completion, would build 


on December ! 
t advanced weapon systems in the world with state-of-the-art 


sole Defence Minister, Shri 
i industan Aeronautics Limited 
ukhoi 30 advance jet fighter, one of the mos 


technology. 
nandes revealed that Rs 3000 cr. would be spent 


Addressing a gathering on the occasion, Shri Fert 
on the unit over the next’25 years as per an agreement with Russia in October 2000. The factory would 


manufacture 1,200 fighter jet engines ina phased manner applying swadeshi technology. HAL sources said 
the first engine is expected to be delivered by mid-2004; eight engines are scheduled to be manufactured in 
the first year. Shri Fernandes asserted that India has achieved self-sufficiency in defence sector, particularly 
in making aircraft and is t any challenges. Lauding the role of HAL employees, the 
Minister said the staff are w h the state-of-the-art-technology to build modern aircraft engines 

tto declare good incentives for those working on swadeshi technology. He 


and asked the HAL managemen 
also advised the engineers to upgrade of the machinery. 
aik hailed the Defence Ministry to venture the new 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patn 
Sukhoi project in the tribal arei's and assured all help for the project. HAL Chairman, Shri N.R. Mohanty, 
i N.S. Sisodia, Managing Director, MIG complex, Shri K.P. Puri also 


Secretary, Defence Production Shri 


addressed the meeting. 
WORLD DISABLED DAY 


A state-level function was organised at Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar to observe the World Disabled 
Day on December 3, 002. Hon'ble Minister, Health and Family Welfare, omen and Ohuld Development 
Shei Prafulla Chandra Ghadai, the Chief Guest of the function, said that disability is not a v3 
and the disabled people should not n, The Government is working for the physical and 
er the disabled, and has taken up welfare measures for their economic rehabilitation. He 
awarded loans to 20 disabled persons and distributed kits to 25 handicapped persons. In her speech 

Smt Bishnupriya Behera laid emphasis on the 


Hon'ble Minister of State, Women and Child Development, 
all round development of the disabled persons. Secretary of the Department, Smt Madhur Sarangi presided 


over the meeting. Earlier, Director, Shri RB. Nayak welcomed the guests. An exhibition was organised 
where the products prepared by the disabled persons were displayed. Disabled children presented 


tacular cultural programme. 
SCHORARSHIP OF DISABLED STUDENTS HIKED 


Disabled Day on December 3, 2002 Government of Orissa announced a hik 
d students. Students from Class-I to V would now SG 
t=) 


spec! 


he World 
d readers’ allowance of disable 


On the occasion of tl 
in the scholarship an 
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Rs 100 per month while those from Class VI to X would get Rs 140 per month. Plus Two and Plus Three 
students will receive Rs.160 per month. Students of Post Graduate and technical studies will get Rs.190 
per month. For those pursuing their studies outside the State, the amount has been hiked from Rs 75 to 
Rs 190. 


Readers’ allowance has been hiked from Rs 15 to Rs 30, from Rs 20 to Rs 40 and from Rs 30 to 
Rs 60 for students-of Class I-V, Class VI-X and College / University respectively. 


Disability Pension Scheme would now cover 1 ,00,000 beneficiaries instead of 70,000. The pension 
amount has been fixed at Rs.100/- a month. Persons, who are over five years of age, and are totally blind 
/ orthopaedically handicapped / mentally retarded or affected by cerebral palsy will be covered. , 


AGRI EXPORT ZONE FOR GINGER AND TURMERIC 


The Steering-Committee on Agri Export Zone (AEZ) constituted in the Ministry of Commerce, Government 
of India has approved Government of Orissa's proposal on AEZ for Ginger and Turmeric in Kandhamal 
and Koraput districts of Orissa. Steps are being taken to enter into an MOU with Agricultural and Processed 
Food Products Export Development Authority, Government of India, to establish this AEZ in Orissa 
shortly. This AEZ will take a comprehensive look at organic ginger and turmeric (produces/products) for 
the purpose of developing and sourcing the raw materials and processing / packaging of the products 
leading to export. Thus the effort would be centred on the cluster approach, in which these products are 
grown, and an end-to-end approach for integrating the entire process right from the stage of production to 
the stage of marketing. 


GRAMSHREE MELA 


In order to enhance marketability of the products of rural artisans, Orissa Rural Development and Marketing 
Society (ORMAS), an autonomous body under Panchayati Raj Department, has decided to organise an all- 
India Gramshree Mela at Exhibition Ground, Unit-III, Bhubaneswar from 3rd to 12th of January 2003. 
Sponsored by CAPART, Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, the mela intends to create 
a platform for rural artisans / producers to make an assessment of the needs of the target users. It can lead 
to long-term tie-ups with different business groups. The idea behind org 


. : : ai anising such an exhibition is to 
enable the rural producers achieve success in a competitive environment. ; 


KRUSHAK SAMMAN DIVAS 


On the occasion of the birthday of the former Prime Minister, Chaudhury Charan Singh, the State Government 
observed Krushak Samman Divas on December 23, 2002. Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
felicitated the farmers and called upon them to cooperate with the efforts of the Government to make 
Orissa an advanced State in agriculture. Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Mangala Kisan, Shri Balabhadra Majhi and 
Shri Panchanan Kanungo also spoke on the occasion. Among others, Agriculture Production Commissioner, 
Shri S.C. Hota and Secretary, Agriculture, Smt. Alaka Panda were present. The Chief Minister also 
inaugurated an exhibition on this occasion. 


OGP—MP—PTS (I. & P. R.) 56—2,000—28-12-2002, 
2) 


ced. Hon’ble C ief Minister, Shri Naveen 
ovember 19, 2002. 


Kalinga Bali Yatra inaugurat 


Patnaik at Paradip on N 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, 
cum-cyclone shelter at Bania in 
2002. Hon'ble Union Minister, Shri Axjun Chara 


Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurates school- 


Bhadrak district on November 22, 
n Sethi is present. 


re = : 

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik receives a cheque for 
Rs 50 lakh donated to the Chief Minister's Relief Fund. Chairman- 
cum-Managing Director, Orissa State Beverage Corporation, 
Shri J.P. Dash hands over the cheque on November 25, 2002. 
Hon'ble Minister, Excise, Shri Ananda Acharya is present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
cadets on the occasion of 54th NCC Day on November 


gives away medals to the successful 
24, 2002. 


<— 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurates 
Utkalmani Gopabandhu Park in the MLA Colony premises in 
Bhubaneswar on December 2, 2002. Hon'ble Speaker, Shri Sarat 
Kumar Kar, Hon'ble Ministers, Shri Biswabhusan Harichandan and 

Shri Samir Dey are present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurates the second floor of 
R.D. Women's College, Bhubaneswar on December 2, 2002. Hon'ble Minister. 
Works, Shri Kalandi Behera is present. , 


sens TVPUIALION Tota 


RELEASE 0 
POPULATION REPGs 


7 
af 
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His Excellency the Governor, Shri M.M. Rajendran releases the State of World 
Population Report 2002 published by UNFPA at a function held at Soochana Bhavan, 
Bhubaneswar on December 3, 2002. Secretary, Health & Family Welfare, Ms Meena 
Gupta is present. 


Commander of Coast Guards, Eastern Zone, Com. R.S. Basan pays a courtesy call 
on Hon'ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik at the Secretariat 
on December 7, 2002. 


hri Naveen Patnaik inaugurates the 
f the OUAT on December 5, 2002. 
Shri Sahadev Sahu and Editor, The Samaj, 


Smt. Manorama Mohapatra are present. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, S 
39th commemoration day 0 
Vice Chancellor, 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik looks at the rare 
coins collected by Shri Debi Prasad Mangaraj, the youngest 
coin collector of the country, on December 7, 2002. 


i (v) 


o253 “Ae. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik 
the seventh CBSE National Sports Meet organised at Kalinga 
Stadium, Bhubaneswar on December 20, 2002. Hon'ble Minister 
of State, Sports & Youth Affairs, Shri Ranendra Pratap Swain 
iS present. 


with the mascot of 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen P 
Leadership Initiative on Global Movem 


atnaik at the consultative meet of the State 
ent for Children jointly organised by Unicef 
- Hon'ble Minister of State, Sports & Youth 


Affairs, Shri Ranendra Pratap Swain is present. 


e Chief Minister, 
organised on the occasion of Krus 


n December 23, 2002. 


Soochana Bhavan, Bhubaneswar 0 


ee 
Hon’ ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik inaugurates the 2nd Nimapada 


Festival on December 25, 2002. 


Hon’ble Chief Minister, Shri Naveen Patnaik and Hon'ble Gajapati Maharaja of Puri, 
Shri Dibyasingha Dev at the 2nd Barabati Dance Festival on December 22, 2002. 


a 


Hon'ble Minister, Panchayati Raj, Inf. & Publi 


c Relations and Culture, Dr Damodar Rout 
at the press meet held at the Conference Hall of Inf. & P.R. Department 


on December 21, 2002. Director, Inf, & P.R., Shri Sarbeswar Mohanty and 
Director, Culture, Shri N.M. Mohanty are present. 


Shri Naveen Patnaik holds discussions with the Director, 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, 
December 19, 2002. . 


World Bank, Dr Michael Carter at the Secretariat on 


Shri Naveen Patnaik enquires about the condition 
accident while coming to participate in the 
cal treatment extended to them. Hon'ble ~ 


ly Welfare, Shri Prafulla Chandra Ghadai is also 
], Bhubaneswar, December 17, 2002. 


Hon’ ble Chief Minister, 
of the people, who met with an 
fishermen's rally, and the medi 
Minister, Health & Fami 
present. Capital Hospita 
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